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The Southfield Trust 
Accessibility Plan 2021 - 2024 

This policy is reviewed by the Governing Body every three years and may be revised 
in response to feedback from pupils/students, parents/carers, staff and external 
organisations. The next review is due in April 2024. 

Principles 
The SEN and Disability Act 2001 extended the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 
(DDA) to cover education.  Since September 2002, the Trustees have had three key 
duties towards disabled pupils, under Part 4 of the DDA: 

• not to treat disabled pupils less favourably for a reason related to their 
disability 

• to make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils, so that they are not at a 
substantial disadvantage 

• to plan to increase access to education for disabled pupils 

The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) defines a disabled person as 
someone who has 'a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-
term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.' 
It is important to note that the DDA definition is broad and includes a wide range of 
impairments such as learning disabilities, dyslexia, diabetes, epilepsy and HIV, where 
the effect of the impairment on the pupil's ability to carry out normal day-to-day 
activity is adverse, substantial and long-term. 

Rationale 
This plan sets out the proposals of the Southfield Trust to increase access to 
education for disabled pupils in the three areas required by the planning duties in the 
DDA:  

• increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school 
curriculum 

• improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which 
disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated services 

• improving the delivery of information which is provided in writing for pupils who 
are non-readers and/or have communication difficulties 

We are committed to providing a fully accessible environment which values and 
includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, 
sensory, social, spiritual, emotional and cultural needs.  

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1995/ukpga_19950050_en_1
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We are committed to challenging negative attitudes about disability and accessibility 
and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.  

The purpose of our accessibility plan is to reduce and eliminate barriers to access to 
the curriculum and to full participation in the school community for pupils, and 
prospective pupils, with a disability. 

Pupil/Student Information  
The Southfield Trust is comprised of three special schools split over 5 sites for pupils 
from ages 3 to 19 years. All of our pupils have an EHCP. All of our pupils have a 
diagnosis on their statement of one or more of the following: 

• Autism 

• Sensory Impairment 

• Complex Needs including Physical Disabilities 

• Speech, Language and Communication Difficulties. 

Site Information 

The South Downs Sites: 
 

The West site has a number of separate buildings dating from 1920 which have been 
substantially altered and adapted over the years to meet our pupils’ needs including:  

• A designated foundation stage area 

• A variety of accessible play area and equipment 

The East site is a single two storey building dating from 1950 with significant 
adaptations including: 

• A hydrotherapy pool on site 

• An adapted food technology room 

• A variety of accessible play area and equipment 
 

Both sites have: 

• Tracking and hoister systems with adapted slings 

• Disabled toilets 

• Height adjustable changing beds in adapted rooms 

• A range of adapted play equipment   

• Two tail lift 17-seater minibuses 

• Complex medical provision including the storage of oxygen (secured) and 
suction machinery (if necessary, for specific pupils) 

• Security system to all external doors 

• Rebound therapy facilities 

• Fob security access to the buildings 
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The Lindfield Site 
 

The Lindfield site comprises:  

• One single story building 

• One external mobile classroom (The Lodge) 

• Outdoor exercise park with equipment  

• Outdoor Play equipment  

The main building has been significantly altered and adapted to meet our students’ 
needs and includes: 

• Good security systems, with full entry systems having been fitted.   

• A security fence surrounding the playground areas of the school.  

• One disabled toilet and one separate disabled shower room. 

• Subject areas and classrooms have height adjustable tables where needed. 

• A designated sensory suite 

The Hazel Court Site 
 
 
Hazel Court is split over two sites: 

• a secondary school for students aged 11-16 (Years 7- 11), co-located with The 

Causeway Secondary School 

• an FE Department which is located on the campus of Sussex Downs College 

Both sites are purpose built for students with severe learning difficulties and complex 

needs. 

 

The secondary site includes: 

• A security fence surrounding the playground areas of the school  

• Fob security access to the building 

• Full wheelchair accessibility and lift 

• Teaching spaces with height adjustable furniture and specialist ICT equipment 

• 2 Minibuses, with 1 wheelchair accessible 

• A Hydrotherapy Pool with access to showers and changing. 

• Provision for medical needs where necessary 

• Disabled toilet facilities 

• A food technology area with adjustable sink  

• A discovery/sensory room 

 

Advice is sought from the Sensory Needs Advisory Service to ensure the school 

meets the needs of those with visual or auditory impairments 

The school works closely with CTIS (Children’s Integrated Therapy Service) to 

provide a range of therapies and advice on specialist equipment for individuals. 
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The Hazel Court 16+ site includes: 
 

• Fob security access to the building 

• Teaching spaces with height adjustable furniture and specialist ICT 
equipment.  

• Access to disabled toilets within the 16+ facility and in the main college 

• 2 Minibuses, with 1 wheelchair accessible 

• Access to the East Sussex campus/sports hall and college canteen. 

• A food technology area which is fully accessible 

• Wheelchair access throughout and a lift to the first floor 

• A sensory room 

• Provision for medical needs where necessary 

  

Trust Commitment 
 

We as a Trust are committed to continually increasing the accessibility of provision 
for all pupils, staff and visitors to the schools as follows: 

• Improve access to the physical environments, adding specialist facilities as 
necessary. This covers improvements to the physical environment and 
adapted equipment to access education.  
 

• Increase access to the curriculum for pupils/students with a disability, 
expanding the curriculum as necessary to ensure that pupils/students with a 
disability are as equally prepared for life as able-bodied pupils. This covers 
teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the schools such as 
participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or educational 
visits. It also covers the provision of specialist aids and equipment, which may 
assist these pupils/students in accessing the curriculum.  
 

• Improve the delivery of information to pupils/students, staff, parents and 
visitors with disabilities. This includes hand-outs, timetables and information 
published on our websites about the schools and school events.  

The Southfield Trust will endeavour to meet access requirements from staff, parents, 
carers and visitors where this is reasonably practicable. 

Compliance with the DDA is consistent with both of the schools’ aims and Equal 
Opportunities policies, and the operation of both schools’ SEN policies. The Trust 
recognises its duty under the DDA (as amended by the SENDA) as follows: 

• not to discriminate against disabled pupils in their admissions and exclusions, 
and provision of education and associated services 

• not to treat disabled pupils less favourably 

• to take reasonable steps to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial 
disadvantage 

• to publish an Accessibility Plan. 



5 
 

 

1. Plans to improve access to the physical environment  
 

 

 

Completed physical environment improvements for 2017 – 2020 included: 

• In March 2018 the South Downs achieved the ‘Learning Outside the 

Classroom’ quality mark to further improve access to the wider environment 

• South Downs developed Improved access to the outside areas during winter 
months and inclement weather including a cover over the outside trampoline 
and a new soft surface around it 

• Hazel Court improved the outside recreational student area at the 16+ site 

• Growing beds were built on South Downs West site so that pupils in 

wheelchairs can access them 

• Training took place in the use of a new outdoor gym area at The Lindfield for 

students with sensory and/or behavioural needs 

• South Downs submitted plans to build a new block which will give ground level 
classrooms and storage 

• The Lindfield submitted a bid for a new classroom block to accommodate the 

growing student numbers, the increase in accreditation options and the arts 

strengths of the school 

• Lady Taverners provided a new sensory equipment at The Lindfield.  

• Hazel Court developed a discovery (sensory) room for the 16+ site 

• The Trust successfully applied to open a new Free School (Summerdown) 

• Extra office/meeting space at both Secondary and FE departments at Hazel 

Court. 

• A new classroom space at FE and redevelopment of the staffroom. 

 

Unplanned physical environment improvements for 2017 – 2020 included: 

• To keep all Trust schools open during the COVID-19 pandemic, including 

holidays 
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Planned physical environment improvements for 2021 – 2024 include: 

• The Lindfield and Hazel Court are working towards gaining the Learning 

Outside the Classroom quality mark, and South Downs will renew their 

accreditation 

• Development of the classroom space at Hazel Court Secondary to 

accommodate an increase in numbers September 2021. 

• In April 2020, a new independent living facility was acquired at Pevensey Bay 
to promote independence & core life skills for transition to adult life. This 
additional learning facility (ALF) is a fully disabled compliant mobile home which 
will be used for teaching life skills from 2021. 

• To continue to develop the free school plan including external design and 
internal fit out. In 2020 a series of client engagement meetings led to a 
completed feasibility, and external deign and all internal costing and fit out tasks 
are completed ready for the next phase of the project. Building should be 
completed by 1.11.22.  

• A process of engagement with contractors has been completed including 
specified additional play and learning equipment for complex learners. The 
Southfield Trust has invested £100,000 to support this. Summerdown will 
contain a Hydrotherapy pool, therapy suites, sensory immersion rooms, soft 
play areas, and specially modified external play equip including trampolines. 
There will also be comprehensive hoisting, hygiene rooms, and wheelchair 
and equipment stores. 

• There will be new play equipment installed on Southdowns West to give 

increased access to learning through play 

• There will be new hoisting & changing facilities & a plan for a new 

nursery/EYFS facility on Southdowns West 

• Following a successful CIF bid for Southdowns East, an existing mobile will be 

demolished and two external classrooms rebuilt, with breakout areas, toilets 

and office space  

• A successful CIF bid to replace the heating system on the West site will be 

completed in 2021 

• Southdowns East will build new modular classrooms for complex needs and 

break out spaces 

• Hazel Court will have new classrooms, staff rooms and meeting spaces  

• The Lindfield are developing plans for a new gym  
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2. Plans to increase access to the curriculum  

 

 

Completed access to the curriculum improvements for 2017 - 2020 included: 

• The South Downs improved access to learning and the curriculum through the 
purchase of more touch screen table/smart boards and IPADs 

• South Downs set up after school/holiday clubs  

• The Lindfield purchased more specialised ICT equipment to support 
curriculum access 

• The Lindfield organised a spiritual enrichment day/week and a careers week 

• Hazel Court installed new clever touch white boards throughout both sites 

• Hazel Court replaced 3 minibuses and introduce a people carrier to continue 
developing their learning outside the classroom curriculum 

• In November 2019 The Lindfield School gained the Gold UNICEF Rights 
Respecting Schools Award. South Downs and gained the Silver RRSA award 
in July 2017 and Hazel Court and gained the Silver RRSA award in May 2019.  

• Following a series of whole school initiatives, The Lindfield achieved the 
SMSC Gold award in January 2019 and South Downs achieved the SMSC 
Gold award in March 2019.  

• A series of initiatives were developed in all Trust schools to promote staff 
wellbeing and audit and develop pupil Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing 
(MHEW). In 2019-20 Trustees worked with all three schools to complete the 
East Sussex MHEW audit.  

• Following work to develop all areas of early years education, South Downs 
were awarded the EYFS quality mark in June 2019. To continue their good 
practice, the EYFS manager now meets with the EYFS managers of other 
East Sussex special schools three times a year to share ideas and moderate 
pupil achievements 

• Hazel Court achieved the Full Investors in Careers Award in June 2018, as did 
The Lindfield School in September 2019. Both schools are fully committed to 
providing all of our students with a planned programme of careers education 
activities throughout their school journey, with opportunities at key transition 
points to access impartial information and expert advice and guidance.  
 

Unplanned access to the curriculum improvements for 2017 – 2020 included: 

• All trust schools were able to maintain pupil progress through innovative home 
learning activities during COVID-19  
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Planned access to the curriculum improvements for 2021 - 2024 include: 
 

• All Trust schools will continue to work with UNICEF to promote children’s rights 
and renew their RRSA accreditation, and Hazel Court are working towards 
Gold. 

• All Trust schools will continue to develop their SMSC provision. Hazel Court 
hope to achieve the gold award in 2021 

• To promote mental health and emotional wellbeing across the Trust, all schools 
are working towards a new additional external accreditation 

• To develop the EYFS curriculum, South Downs will work to renew their EYFS 
quality mark in June 2022  

• To further develop careers education and work-related learning, Hazel Court 
and the Lindfield will work to renew their Investors in Careers awards 

• The Trust will develop a new curriculum for pupils at the new Summerdown 
Free School 

• Hazel Court will be embedding their new PMLD curriculum 

• Hazel Court will be developing a new life skills curriculum for using the new 
independent living facility at Pevensey Bay 

• The Lindfield are introducing new GCSE & BTEC options, enabling increased 
access to accreditation  
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3. Plans to improve the delivery of information  
 

Completed improvements to the delivery of information for 2017 to 2020 
included: 

• A Trust autism team was developed to improve outcomes including 
information delivery and communication for pupils/students with autism 

• Works were completed at South Downs west site hall to improve the poor 
acoustics 

• The South Downs extended opportunities for pupil voice so that pupils can 
input into decisions about school life through the school council, pupil 
questionnaires and EHCPs 

• Hazel Court renewed their website at the end of 2018 with accessibility to AA 
standard. The website is part of the Southfield Trust website and is easier and 
clearer to navigate. Visitors using screen readers and assisted technologies 
will be able to read and navigate the site content.  

• Hazel Court will develop the use of classroom monitor to be able to share 
information on learners’ progress with all stakeholders 

• Enhanced vulnerable pupil and safeguarding provision by increasing the Trust 
pupil support team 
 
 

Unplanned improvements to the delivery of information for 2017 to 2020 
included: 

• The use of the Southdown Trust and school websites to convey information 
about COVID-19. All schools developed home learning areas on their 
websites. 
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Planned improvements to the delivery of information for 2021 to 2024 include: 

• improve, centralise and increase administrative and resources support across 
the Trust 

• New display boards across both Hazel Court sites to improve information on 
pupil achievements, values and quality marks 

• To further develop the Trust and school websites by working towards AAA 
standards 

• In response to COVID-19, all schools have prepared remote learning resources 
for teaching through video. This includes DB Primary & other tools. Hazel Court 
and Southdowns have also developed home learning packs 

• All schools will embed the use of parent mail and text systems  

• A Trust Facebook page has been developed for parents/carers 

• All schools now conduct remote EHCP reviews using Microsoft Teams 

• Induction and transition for new pupils and parents/carers are now delivered via 
videos 

• We have invested in new MIS, ‘Bromcom’, and it is being rolled out to all sites 
in 2021-22 

• TLS are using Google classroom and Hazel Court are using Classroom DoJo 

• The Trust will continue to consolidate the use of Bromcom in all schools, 
allowing for assessment of pupils in their transition through the schools. This 
can be accessed by parents/carers and will enable analysis of pupil progress 
over time as they move through the Trust schools 

• Information about Summerdown and the Southfield Centre are on the Trust 
website and it will be updated regularly. In Autumn 2021, we will be holding 
public meetings and engaging with a range of stakeholders and interested 
parties as a part of our Section 10 Consultation process for Summerdown and 
this will also be on the website 

 


