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We have had a range of fantastic learning experiences in our class. Our topic, 

“Make a Mess” has given us plenty of opportunities for messy art, reading and     

writing as well as some super exciting science experiments. One of our very         

favourites was when we made our own lava lamps; we made such a big mess but 

had so much fun doing so! We have also worked so hard to develop our             

communication through our talking time and PECS sessions. Our  class trips are 

helping us to learn more about the world around us whilst developing our                 

independence and confidence, we love the Hazel Court soft play room. We cannot 

wait to see how much further we will get this year. 

We have had a brilliant time in class LH. We have been learning about Robin Hood and woodland animals. This 
term we have started our new topic about Aladdin. 
We have been doing very well with our communication. We love playing and having fun with our friends.  



 

This term in CS we have been looking at 
the legend of Robin Hood. We have 
been on muddy walks through the forest 
to see what we can find. We even made 
our own Robin Hood hats, bows and    
arrows.  
We have all been working really hard on 
our independence this term.  In the 
swimming pool, many of us are trying to 
swim on our own with only the floatation 
device to help us. We’ve tried hard to 
swim on both our fronts and backs. In 
class we’ve been focusing on our pencil 
control and completing paper based    
activities independently.   
This term we have been inviting class 

LB/LN down to play games, read, do 

some role play with us and much more. 

This is helping us with our                  

communication and social interaction. 

We’ve had lots of fun working with       

different friends on lots of different      

activities.  

Class NP have been continuing the theme of ‘let’s make a mess’ 
by the use of sensory stories. This term we have read Peppa Pig 
recycling fun and Messy Pig, with mark making and sensory    
exploration activities relating to the stories. We have also        
continued to go swimming which we have very much enjoyed. 
Now that spring has arrived we have also started gardening by 
planting a variety of plants. Pupils have been able to experience 
filling and emptying containers and watching their plants grow 
over time.  



 

This term we have been continuing to look at ‘Making a Mess’, supported by the books; The Naughty Bus, Mrs 

Wishy Washy and The Tiger Who Came to Tea. We have had such fun carrying out activities associated with 

these.  We have also been working hard on our communication, looking at words and letters, using PECS and 

symbols to make requests and comment  and  switches to request more. We are exploring self-advocacy 

skills and expressing our likes and dislikes, we have been doing this within food tasting sessions to start with. 

A lovely term filled with hard work and fun! 

In terms 3and 4 Class TH have continued their visits to Drusillas, consolidating 
their physical development, social communication skills and general wellbeing. The 
children have also been focusing on lots of self-help and self-care skills, following 
simple sequences and instructions to brush their teeth and find their own coats, for 
example.  During their topic work, the children have been looking at Fairy tales – 
‘The Three Little Pigs’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, and ‘Jack and the     
Beanstalk’. This has included lots of cross-curricular activities encompassing 
maths,  literacy, science, art, music and PSHE, and enabling a more holistic and 
enriched platform for the children to access their learning. The children have also 
explored some significant cultural events. During the festival of Chinese New Year, 
they got to experience some Chinese cooking and food, as well as make some  
Chinese  lanterns to celebrate.  



This term we have been learning about Myths and Legends. We       
explored Myths and Legends from different parts of the World. Here we 
are creating non-fiction posters about Scotland following the story of 
the Loch Ness Monster.  

We also read the mythical 
story of the Magic        
paintbrush, where we      
sequenced the story and 
used our thinking skills to 
create our own magic   
paintbrush, choosing        
appropriate materials and         
following a sequence to 
make it.  
 

Our focus in Science has been 
physical processes. We have 
explored the changes in solids 
and liquids, identifying reversible 
and irreversible changes when 
mixing solids and liquids.  
 

Some of us have also                                                                                                  
discovered what   
happens to forces 
when we change a 
surface and what  
materials reflect light.  
 

In Maths we have been 
working on addition and 
subtraction as well as how 
this applies to money using 
different methods.  
 



EYFS  
 This term our topic learning focus has been “Let’s make a mess”.   
We have been learning both inside and outside of the classroom; re-enacting our stories, having adventures on 
a red bus, getting messy with Mrs Wish Washy’s animals and having fun with The Tiger who came to tea. 
We have been taking part in many practical activities that enable us to make choices, and calming activities too, 
that help us to get ready for learning.  
We have also been enjoying pancake races, learning about forces, using ramps. We really like exploring the 
sensory room, including the new squeeze machine. 
We have been very creative; painting, sticking, colouring and splatting and being active; climbing, bouncing, 
swinging and dancing. 
Some of us dressed up as our favourite characters for World Book Day. 
We are looking forward to more fun and great learning with all our friends.  





In term 3 and 4 we have been    
looking at Myths and legends, 
where we have focused on Tarzan. 
We have really enjoyed looking at 
all the animals from the jungle and 
making our own. We have also 
been learning about how to survive 
in the jungle as Tarzan. In class LB 
we have had lots of messy fun, 
turning half our classroom into a 
jungle and painted a tree on the 
wall with our handprints. We have 
really enjoyed looking at Tarzan this 
term, and  going on trips to                                                                
Drusillas, Friston Forest and Abbots 
Wood too!  
We have focused a lot of time this 
term on social communication and 
working with other classes around 
the school, helping us to become 
good friends.  
In English, we have been creating 
our own characters and stories and 
reading them to our friends.  
In Maths, we are looking at money 
and how to count money in a shop 
to exchange for our food tech items.  
In science, we have been looking at 
sound and all the different sounds 
we can hear! We have also been 
learning about vibrations and how 
sound partials move when making a 
sound wave.  

In class MK we have been focusing on independence. At our work stations we use the TEACCH system and   
encourage the children to place work they have finished into a separate red tray to show they understand that an 
activity has finished. 
We have also been learning about shadows and light and dark by sticking a picture on the window and tracing it, 
using the sunlight to help us!  



This term we have had lots of fun being active in SP Class.  We loved taking part in Scoot fit, racing up and 
down the ramps to loud music and trying out different equipment.  We’ve all enjoyed rebound therapy and it’s 
been a great opportunity to try out new ways to communicate “more” and “finished”.  Swimming in our lovely 
warm hydrotherapy pool has been fun and very relaxing!  When the weather has been fine we’ve had some 
great bear hunts in Shinewater Park looking for squelchy mud, feeling the swishy swashy grass and making 
choices about what we want to do in the playground. We made some tasty pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and 
had great fun watching them being tossed and having pancake races. 

VY have enjoyed out topic Let’s Make a Mess. We enjoyed 
learning about how to make a mess and then clean it up. 
We hunted for shapes through the mess (or sand) and 
matched them and we made our very own messy trifle after 
reading the story Strawberry Jam. 



In Class EE, we have been learning about Sound in Science. We have had lots of fun creating many different 
ways to see sound. We have watched rice vibrate on drums, made cup and string telephones, seen a tuning fork 
vibrate in water, and made ‘sound sandwiches’.  
As part of our weekly café trips, we have been visiting the supermarket to buy the ingredients we need for    
Cooking. We have been learning where items are in the shop and what we need to do if we cannot find an item. 
We have been practising queuing up and paying for our shopping.  
We have been very lucky to take part in Drumming this term. We have been learning a variety of rhythms on the 
drums and even some Spanish words!  



The West site have been working hard on their spring songs and took part in a wonderful performance 
to   families and friends in the last week of term. There were lots of Spring chickens, sunshine's and 
rainbows. The children in the choir had been practicing their singing and signing for two of the songs 
and everyone joined in the finale with Spring Fever! Great fun was had by all. 

LN class and LB class 
have been busting some 
moves with Ollie our      
professional dance    
teacher.  We have been 
learning street commercial 
steps to some of our     
favourite songs. 



In Terms 3 & 4 our topic has been Tarzan .We watched the film and we have found out about the animals 
that live in the African jungle and about the similarities and differences between humans and gorillas. We en-
tered a poetry competition about the animals in the jungle. Last term we practiced sounding like Tarzan and 
then we went to the park in Drusillas and Hampden Park and pretended to swing on the vines while being 
Tarzan .In Term 4 we are learning about how to survive in the jungle. We have made our own guide about 
how to survive .We have built a shelter for a toy, found out if we can clean dirty water and gone pretend for-
aging for food. We really enjoyed our Science topic all about sound . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The South Downs School   01323 730302 [West]      01323 761061 [East] 
 
officesdsw@thesouthfieldtrust.com [West Site]  / officesdse@thesouthfiledtrust.com [East Site] 
 
www.thesouthfieldtrust.com 
 
 

National Down Syndrome Society www.ndss.org 
 

Government site for parents www.parentcentre.gov.uk 
 

Official Makaton site—good source of information www.makaton.org 
 

East Sussex County Council website for information about child care, holiday schemes and education 
www.eastsussex.gov.uk children and families page 
 

The East Sussex Parent Link service provides information, advice and support for parents and carers 
of children with special educational needs. www.parentlinksussex.org.uk 
 

The National Autistic Society—www.nas.org.uk 
 

Fledglings—a charity with affordable solutions to everyday practical problems—www.fledglings.org.uk 
 

Lime - a magazine for parents/carers of children with special needs www.limemag.co.uk 
 

www.familiesforautism.com— local support and activities 
Specialist Childminding Network— 01323 463026      childcare.support@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
 

 

 

Term 5 

Monday 22nd April—Bank Holiday School Closed 

Tuesday 23rd April—INSET day School Closed 

Wednesday 24th April—First day of term 5 

 

Monday 6th May—Bank Holiday School Closed 

Friday 24th May— Last day of term 5 

 

Term 6 

Monday 3rd June—First day of term 6 

Tuesday 23rd June—Last day of term 1.30pm Finish. 

 

Coffee Mornings 

Friday 10th May East Site—Meet and eat—E-safety and independence focus. 

Friday 17th May West Site—Stay and play—E-safety focus. 

Friday 28th June—Meet the new Teachers. 

 

Sports Day 

Wednesday 10th July—West Site Sports Day  

Friday 12th July—East Site sports Day 

 

                         

Please check the school website for additional dates throughout the term. 

 


