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A Rights Respecting School is a community where Children's 

Rights are learned, taught, practised, respected, protected and 

promoted.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Downs Core Aspirations: 

• To learn the skills to communicate and form positive relationships 

• To enable pupils to make choices independently 

• To encourage curiosity, creativity and a love of learning 

• To foster the development of pupils’ independence and life skills 

• To promote pupils’ self-worth and well-being 
 

The Lindfield Core Aspirations: 

• To learn the skills to communicate confidently and effectively  

• To form and maintain appropriate positive relationships 

• To pursue a love of learning into adult life  

• To develop students’ independence to succeed in adult life 

• To promote their own physical and emotional health & well-being  
 

Hazel Court Core Aspirations: 

• To develop communication skills and be confident and effective 
communicators 

• To have choices and be included in the wider community 

• To be independent and prepared for adult life 

• To be supported by an ethos of collaborative working and close 
partnership with families 

• To be healthy physically and emotionally 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summerdown Core Aspirations: 

• Generalise and use knowledge to improve independence 

• Live healthy lives 

• Build friendships 

• Participate in society and community  

• Actively engage in life-long learning and enhance employability 
 
 

The Southfield Centre Core Aspirations: 

• Become independent learners 

• Communicate needs, preferences and ideas 

• Develop physical skills 

• Fully engage in a wide range of learning opportunities 

• Make friends, foster relationships and enjoy spending time with 
others  

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Southfield Trust Core Aspirations: 

Build positive relationships 
Make choices 

Be independent 
Contribute to society 

Move successfully to the next life stage 
Be safe and well in the world 

Achieve potential 

 

Our Core Aspirations are based on Children’s rights 



What are Children’s Rights? 
 

Children’s Rights are a list of promises to children and young people to keep them 
safe. They are used to make sure that children are treated fairly and looked after 
properly. When something is called a’ right’, it means that nobody can take it away 
from you. It is yours, and is meant to protect you and help you to have a good life.  
 
The rights of children and young people can be found in a document called the 
UNCRC United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
 
There are 42 rights (articles) which can be grouped under 4 headings: 
 

 
 

Every right in the CRC is inherent to human dignity and the harmonious development 
of every child. 
 

 
The ABCDE of Rights: 

 
 
Rights are for all children and young people throughout the world (universal), are 
there at birth (inherent), cannot be taken away (inalienable), do not come with any 
conditions attached to them (unconditional) and are all equally important (indivisible). 

 

All children have rights: the Southfield Trust Community are helping to protect them. 

 



What is RRSA? 
 
All Southfield Trust schools work with UNICEF to gain the Rights Respecting School 
Award (RRSA).  

The UK Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK) works with schools in the UK to create 
safe and inspiring places to learn, where children are respected, their talents are 
nurtured and they are able to thrive. The Rights Respecting Schools Award embeds 
these values in daily school life and gives children the best chance to lead happy, 
healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens. 

Using the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as our guide, the 
Award recognises a school’s achievement in putting the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child into practice within the school and beyond. 

RRSA at the Southfield Trust 
 
Each school in the Trust has its own way of approaching children’s rights. 
 
All Southfield Trust schools: 

• treat all children with respect and promote their dignity 

• have leadership teams who promote children’s rights and rights respecting 
language through their core aspirations 

• have an RRSA display with information about their RRSA steering committee, 
and any RRSA projects the school is working towards, in a format that 
pupils/students can understand, including using Widget symbols 

• have developed pupil/student charters on behaviour and communication 
based on children’s rights 

• have assemblies and enrichment days which promote children’s rights locally, 
nationally and worldwide including UNICEF fundraising initiatives 

• have developed curriculum plans that show where and how children’s rights 
are delivered in lessons 

All schools within the Southfield Trust work towards 3 key areas of teaching and 

learning about children’s rights: 
 

1. Teaching and Learning about rights: for the whole school community 
through training, curriculum, assemblies, topics, focus days/weeks, displays 
 

2. Teaching and Learning through rights: by modelling rights respecting 
language and attitudes and making strategic decisions that involve students 
 

3. Being ambassadors for the rights of others: developing as rights 
respecting citizens through PARTICIPATION, EMPOWERMENT AND 
ACTION  

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/introducing-the-crc/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/teach-learn-about-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/teach-learn-through-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/getting-started/ambassadors-for-rights/


Children’s rights in the curriculum 
 

All Children’s Rights are equally important. However, each school in the Trust works 

on a selection of Rights and Global Goals each year to reflect their own curriculum 

and activities, in their own unique ways.   

 

Following advice from our pupil Ambassadors at The Lindfield School, all Trust 

schools have as a starting point, work on and within at least four key rights: 

 

12 pupil voice,  

23 disability,  

24 health,  

28 education 

 

Article 12 – Children have the right to give their opinions freely on issues that affect 

them. Adults should listen and take children seriously.   

      

 

Article 23 – Every child with a disability should enjoy the best possible life in society. 

Governments should remove all obstacles for children with disabilities to become 

independent and to participate actively in the community. 

    

 



Article 24 – Children have the right to the best health care possible, clean water to 

drink, healthy food and a clean and safe environment to live in. All adults and 

children should have information about how to stay safe and healthy. 

       

 

 

 

Article 28 - Every child has the right to an education. Primary education should be 

free. Secondary and higher education should be available to every child. Children 

should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level possible. Discipline in 

schools should respect children’s rights and never use violence. 

 

     

 

 

Further information on children’s rights: 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/introducing-the-crc/ 
 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-rrsa/introducing-the-crc/


Global Goals 
 

16 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by all United Nations 
Member States in 2015 to end poverty, reduce inequality and build more peaceful, 
prosperous societies by 2030. Also known as the Global Goals, the SDGs are a call 
to action to create a world where no one is left behind. The SDGs cannot be 
achieved without the realization of child rights. 

Each school in the Southfield Trust has a bespoke approach to working on Global 
Goals, and focus on different goals throughout the year. 

 

More information on Global Goals: 

https://www.unicef.org/sdgs 

 

  

https://www.unicef.org/sdgs


Appendix A: The 42 Children’s Rights 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


