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• Summerdown staff are encouraged to reflect on how the curriculum will promote political impartiality, referring to  government guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/political-impartiality-in-schools  

• Approaches to political impartiality will be closely linked to the five British Values: Democracy, The rule of law, Individual liberty, Mutual respect and 
Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. 

• Teaching staff will use their professional judgement to determine what topics might be construed as political  

• Teaching staff will ensure that any issue determined as political is taught by offering a balanced presentation of age appropriate opposing views 
taken from factual accounts.  

• Teaching staff will encourage pupils to be aware of misinformation and to question views which may be considered partisan or one-sided. 

 
 

Term 1 
 
Wellbeing 
“Celebrating Me” 

Term 2 
 
Creativity 
“Thoughts into 
action” 

Term 3 
 
Independence 
“Knowing & 
Growing” 

Term 4 
 
Work and Leisure 
“Employment & 
Enjoyment” 

Term 5 
 
Citizenship 
“Responding 
responsibly” 

Term 6 
 
Our World   
“In, out & beyond” 

EYFS Starting school 
and meeting my 
class 
Learning who is in 
my class and how to 
get on with them 
 

Make and send 
faith celebration 
cards  
Learning about a 
variety of faiths and 
on what date 
different celebratory 
cards are sent e.g. 
Christmas, Diwali, 
Navaratri, Samhain, 
Hanukkah, Mawlid 
 

Celebrating 
Chinese New Year 
Learning about New 
Year traditions both 
in the UK, and in 
other countries 

Celebrating Ede 
and Easter. 
Learning about what 
Christian, Muslim 
and Pagan spring 
festivals have in 
common and how 
they differ 

Wheeling a mile for 
charity (around the 
school) 
Learning about 
different charities 
and how they might 
differ in their beliefs 
and approaches and 
ensuring that there is 
not political bias 
associated before 
choosing which one 
to support 
 
Celebrating May 
Day 
Learning the 
significance of May 
Day Celebrations in 
the UK and finding 
out what happens 
elsewhere around 
the world 
 

Visit a local park with 
parents/carers for a 
picnic & play, park clean 
-up/recycling   
Ensuring information 
about local clean-up 
groups is fair, balanced 
and unbiased  
 
Celebrating Summer 
Solstice 
Learning about how the 
solstice is celebrated and 
ensuring different views 
are considered 
 
Looking at the night sky/ 
learning about Light 
pollution (sensory 
lights) 
Learning about what 
happens with too much 
light and when there was 
not enough (Historically 
e.g. safety using candles) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/political-impartiality-in-schools
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KS1 Talking about me/ 

Finding out about 
you 
What do we have 
in common? 
Learning how to talk 
and listen to 
different ideas and 
opinions  
 
Similarities and 
differences 
Learning about how 
to find common 
ground even if you 
think you are really 
different 
 
Celebrating 
Harvest 
Learning about 
different ways that 
harvest is celebrated 
and the shared 
importance of food 
for health, wellbeing 
and survival 

Create artwork 
based on heritage 
of our pupils  
Celebrating the rich 
cultural mix that 
makes up our society 
through art 
 
Elect school 
council Reps 
Learning about 
democracy, voting, 
fairness and the 
power of having our 
voices heard 
 
Learning to listen & 
share 
Learning how to tell 
people what you 
think and being able 
to share and discuss 
ideas even when we 
don’t agree 
 
Celebrating Diwali 
Guy Fawkes 
Christmas 
Learning about a 
variety of faiths; 
when and how they 
are celebrated 

School Council 
class surveys to 
record ideas from 
student voice 
Seeing what 
happens when your 
ideas are heard and 
recorded for the 
planning of future 
actions 
 

School Council to 
implement trial 
changes from 
student voice 
Seeing your ideas 
and suggestions 
become a reality-
democracy in action 
 
Working together – 
listening in a small 
group 
 
 
Celebrating Ede 
and Easter 
Learning about what 
Christian, Muslim 
and Pagan spring 
festivals have in 
common and how 
they differ 

Visiting Eastbourne 
Borough Council, 
Mayor 
Finding out about 
how you become 
Mayor and how this 
links with local 
politics. Finding out 
about previous 
Mayors – which 
gender and which 
political party are 
they associated with 
 
Knowing right from 
wrong / Doing the 
right thing 
Learning about 
morals and 
arguments “for” and 
“against”  
 
Celebrating May 
Day 
Learning the 
significance of May 
Day Celebrations in 
the UK and finding 
out what happens 
elsewhere around 
the world 
 
Walking & 
Wheeling a mile for 
charity (around the 
school) 
Learning about 
different charities 
and how they might 

Big Beach Clean Up 
Ensuring information 
about local beach clean-
up groups is fair, balanced 
and unbiased  
 
Am I helping? 
At home, at school, in 
my community 
Ensuring information 
about local community is 
fair, balanced and 
unbiased  
 
Celebrating Summer 
Solstice 
Learning about how the 
solstice is celebrated and 
ensuring different views 
are considered 
 
Pride 
Learning about the history 
of LGBTQ+ rights, 
ensuring that 
discriminatory opposing 
beliefs held at the time are 
not presented in an 
uncritical manner or as 
acceptable in our society 
today 
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differ in their beliefs 
and approaches and 
ensuring that there is 
not political bias 
associated before 
choosing which one 
to support 
 

KS2 Talking and writing 
about people 
in history 
Learning about a 
wide range of 
people in history 
using factual 
information and 
recognising the 
importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid misinformation 
 

Visits to places of 
worship 
Ensuring visits are to 
a broad range of 
places where people 
worship e.g. 
Mosques, Christian 
and Catholic church, 
Quaker Meeting 
House, Buddhist and 
Hindu temple, 
Synagogue 
 
Elect school 
council Reps 
Learning about 
democracy, voting, 
fairness and the 
power of having our 
voices heard 
 
Historical Heroes 
Imaginary Heroes 
Understanding the 
difference between 
existing people in 
history and those 
who derive from 
fiction ensuring a 
broad and balanced 
range of historical 

School Council 
class surveys to 
record ideas from 
student voice 
Seeing what 
happens when your 
ideas are heard and 
recorded for the 
planning of future 
actions 
 
 

School Council to 
implement trial 
changes from 
student voice 
Seeing your ideas 
and suggestions 
become a reality-
democracy in action 
 
Being Heard 
Listen to other 
people’s ideas 
Learning how to tell 
people what you 
think and being able 
to listen, share and 
discuss ideas even 
when we don’t agree 
 

Visit ESCC, council 
proceedings  
David Tutt  
Learning about local 
councils and how 
they work, ensuring 
input from a range of 
political parties, 
showing how local 
councils often work 
with a cross party 
approach 
 
Writing for a 
purpose 
Campaign to make 
a difference 
(questionnaires 
and petitions) 
Ensuring that any 
writing to change 
someone’s mind is 
matched with an 
alternative view 
encouraging pupils 
to justify ideas and 
be prepared to hear 
alternatives 
 
 
 

School Council class 
surveys to record ideas 
from student voice 
(evidence for end of 
year) 
 
 
Can you change 
someone’s mind? Listen 
to and discuss other 
people’s ideas 
Ensuring that any 
discussion or debate to 
change someone’s mind is 
matched with an 
alternative view 
encouraging pupils to 
justify ideas and be 
prepared to hear 
alternatives 
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and fictional 
examples are used 

Cycling 
Walking & 
Wheeling a mile for 
charity (around the 
school) 
Learning about 
different charities 
and how they might 
differ in their beliefs 
and approaches and 
ensuring that there is 
not political bias 
associated before 
choosing which one 
to support 
 

KS3 History of People’s 
Health 
Learning about the 
history of people’s 
health in Britain 
since c. 1900 using 
factual information 
and recognising the 
importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid 
misinformation. 
Comparing this 
information with 
facts around health 
in Medieval Britain c. 
1250–1500 in Term 
4 
 
 
 
 

History of Migration 
to Britain 
Learning about the 
history of Migration 
to Britain and the 
diversity of migrant 
communities 
including 
Commonwealth 
migrants since the 
Second World War  
 Aliens and refugees 
in the world wars e.g. 
Kindertransport  
 Attitudes towards 
migrants: racist and 
anti-racist 
movements, 
legislation, refugees, 
asylum-seekers and 
economic migrants 
since the 1980s. 

Find out about an 
artist, musician, 
actor 
Ensuring that pupils 
are given a wide 
range of artists, 
musicians and 
actors, checking for 
political bias and 
offering alternative 
viewpoints and 
experiences from a 
range of different 
cultures. 
 
History of Crime 
and Punishment 
Learning about the 
history of crime and 
punishment since c. 
1900 using factual 
information and 
recognising the 

Careers in Religion 
– Contact/ interview 
people with different 
jobs associated with 
religious beliefs e.g. 
Hospital Chaplain, 
Humanist Celebrant, 
Gospel Choir 
Leader. Ensuring 
that pupils are 
presented with a 
range of job 
examples, checking 
for political bias and 
offering alternative 
viewpoints  
 
School Council to 
implement trial 
changes from 
student voice 
Seeing your ideas 
and suggestions 

Visit Houses of 
Parliament with 
Prof of Politics, Tim 
Bale  
Ensuring that pupils 
visiting are 
presented with a 
range of information, 
checking for political 
bias and offering 
alternative 
viewpoints 
 
Organise a Great 
Get Together at 
Summerdown 
(linked to the 
Summerdown Café) 
Ensuring that 
discussions 
associated with the 
reasons behind the 
Jo Cox foundation 

Performing to the local 
community- The Big 
Performance! – linked in 
with The Great Get 
Together (Jo Cox 
Foundation) and The 
Summerdown Café 
Ensuring that information 
at events are presented 
factually without political 
bias and include other 
examples such as David 
Amess 
 
School Council class 
surveys to record ideas 
from student voice 
(evidence for end of 
year) 
Presenting information 
linked to pupil voice and 
demonstrating how a fair 
democratic process has 
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using factual 
information and 
recognising the 
importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid misinformation. 
 
Elect school 
council Reps 
Learning about 
democracy, voting, 
fairness and the 
power of having our 
voices heard 
 

importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid misinformation 
Comparing this 
information with facts 
around health in 
Medieval Britain c. 
1250–1500 in Term 
5 
 
School Council 
class surveys to 
record ideas from 
student voice  
Seeing what 
happens when your 
ideas are heard and 
recorded for the 
planning of future 
actions 
 
 

become a reality-
democracy in action 
 

are presented 
factually without 
political bias and 
include other 
examples such as 
David Amess 
 
Walking & 
Wheeling a mile for 
charity (around the 
school) 
Learning about 
different charities 
and how they might 
differ in their beliefs 
and approaches and 
ensuring that there is 
not political bias 
associated before 
choosing which one 
to support 
 

allowed ideas to be heard. 
Recording the impact of 
actions that have been 
taken as a direct result of 
student council work 
 

KS4 Deliver an 
assembly based on 
an aspect of their 
own faith (planning 
stage) 
Making sure that all 
relevant faiths are 
represented and that 
information within 
the assembly found 
during research is 
factual and that it 
does not promote 
any partisan views. 

Looking at local 
non- secular 
traditional festivals: 
Lewes Bonfire 
Societies, Brighton 
Burning of the 
Clocks with Same 
Sky. 
Ensuring that 
political aspects such 
as the choice of 
figures represented 
at the bonfire 
celebrations is 
explained factually 
and that it does not 
promote any partisan 

School Council 
class surveys to 
record ideas from 
student voice 
Seeing what 
happens when your 
ideas are heard and 
recorded for the 
planning of future 
actions 
 

History of People’s 
Health 
Revisiting the history 
of people’s health in 
Britain since c. 1900 
using factual 
information and 
recognising the 
importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid misinformation. 
Comparing this 
information with facts 
around health in 
Medieval Britain c. 
1250–1500  
 

History of Migration 
to Britain 
Revisiting the history 
of Migration to Britain 
and the diversity of 
migrant communities 
including 
Commonwealth 
migrants since the 
Second World War  
 Aliens and refugees 
in the world wars e.g. 
Kindertransport  
 Attitudes towards 
migrants: racist and 
anti-racist 
movements, 

History of Crime and 
Punishment 
Revisiting the history of 
crime and punishment 
since c. 1900 using factual 
information and 
recognising the 
importance of “source” in 
order to avoid 
misinformation Comparing 
this information with facts 
around health in Medieval 
Britain c. 1250–1500  
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views, with additional 
factual reference to 
the history of  Guy 
Fawkes. 
 
 
Elect school 
council Reps 
Learning about 
democracy, voting, 
fairness and the 
power of having our 
voices heard 
 

 
School Council to 
implement trial 
changes from 
student voice 
Seeing your ideas 
and suggestions 
become a reality-
democracy in action 
 

legislation, refugees, 
asylum-seekers and 
economic migrants 
since the 1980s. 
using factual 
information and 
recognising the 
importance of 
“source” in order to 
avoid misinformation. 
 
Law and order  
Linking this with 
British Values & 
Upholding the Law 
 
Living in a diverse 
community 
Understanding 
Rights and 
Responsibilities 
Ensuring that views 
and information 
shared are factual 
and represent a 
range of ideas  
 
Religious 
difference – when 
have people 
disagreed and what 
impact has this had 
(in the UK and 
Internationally) 
Ensuring that views 
and information 
shared are factual 
and represent a 
number of examples  

Finding out about global 
humanitarian 
organisations linked to 
religious beliefs 
Ensuring that there is no 
promotion of partisan 
views associated with any 
of the charities and 
offering a broad number of 
examples e.g.   



Summerdown - Politics and Political Impartiality in the Curriculum – 2022-23   
 

 
 
Walking & 
Wheeling a mile for 
charity (around the 
school)  
Learning about 
different charities 
and how they might 
differ in their beliefs 
and approaches and 
ensuring that there is 
not political bias 
associated before 
choosing which one 
to support 
 

 


