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10th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very warm welcome back to school after half term. I hope that you and your families managed 

to enjoy the break despite the weather.  

Change of INSET day: some time ago, we arranged for our staff to undergo some essential 

training to enable them to support positive behaviour for learning, medical needs and to ensure 

that our First Aid certificates are up to date. This training was due to take place on Monday 4th 

January, 2021. However, as this training involves some staff travelling to a different school site 

we have decided to hold the training earlier to ensure that there is a 14 day period before staff 

return to their usual sites. The INSET will now take place on Friday, 18th December. The last 

day of term will therefore be Thursday, 17th December and pupils will finish at 1.30pm.  

 

NHS Test and Trace: just another reminder to keep your child at home if they, or a member of 

your household have any of the symptoms of COVID-19. The current government advice is that 

anyone with COVID-19 symptoms arranges to have a test as soon as possible and that schools 

are informed immediately if a pupil, or a member of your household has tested positive for 

COVID-19. Please ensure that your families follow the self-isolation requirements.  
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Risk Assessment: following the recent government announcements, we are updating our 

school’s COVID-19 risk assessment to make sure that we are continuing to do our upmost to 

ensure the safety of our pupils and staff. At South Downs, our staff have managed incredibly 

well so far to reduce the risks associated with the potential spread of COVID-19. We are also 

very grateful to all of our parents and carers for following the government guidelines about 

isolation, test and trace.  

Control measures: the main measures that we are taking to limit the spread of COVID-19 are: 

• Limiting the amount of social mixing, e.g. by holding assemblies in classrooms rather than 

gather in the hall and by phasing playtimes and continuing with phased arrival and 

departure times. 

• Reducing the amount of visitors on the school sites to those visitors who are essential for 

the safety and wellbeing of our pupils, e.g. NHS therapy staff 

• Continuing to provide additional cleaning  

• Ensuring that staff have access to a constant supply of PPE 

• Reducing the amount of staff working between South Downs sites and Trust sites, e.g. 

by holding all meetings virtually. 

 

Parent consultations: Thank you to all of those parents and carers who have already arranged 

a consultation. If you have not yet arranged a consultation and would still like to do so, please 

contact your child’s teacher. 

Harvest celebration: The videos of the East site classes Harvest celebrations are being added 

to our website. You can find these videos by clicking on our celebrations tab. 

Once again, thank you for all of your support and co-operation. I hope that you and your families’ 

stay safe and well taking into account the latest lockdown restrictions. Please do not hesitate to 

contact Jackie, Rachael or myself if you have any concerns or queries at all. 

Very best wishes, 

Penny Kershaw -  Head of School 


