
Music: Home-learning 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you and your families are all well. Below is a wide variety of clips, activities and ideas 
for the students to have a go at from home. 
Some of these are linked to year specific learning as you will see, but feel free to try things 
outside of the specified years. The important thing is that the students are involved and 
enjoying music and at the end of the day all music contains the same basic elements and 
principles which defy the boundaries of genre.  
 
I have also attached a letter from the music service which is aimed at the students who are 
already learning instruments with the music service. However, it may be of interest to 
others thinking about lessons and who already have instruments at home as there is now a 
lot of online learning opportunities that have been created to deal with the difficulties we 
face at this time. 
 
A final task/activity is to have a go at learning the late Bill Withers' 'Lean On Me.' I have 
attached the lyrics above and a 
youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5jlPL1tNDY clip of the song. 
The intention is that we can have fun learning this as a whole school song on our return to 
school. Perhaps you could also use this as an inspiration to write your own 
song: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zrx3vk7  (How to write a 
song). 
 
Best Wishes,  
 
Mr Morris       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum linked topics/ suggestions 
Yr 7: Intended to be trumpets (don't worry, we will have a go at these when we return) 
 
www.TeachingGadget.com ( Visit School website - Home-learning for instructions/username 
and password) 
Suggestions: Musical Pairs,  Rhythm count quiz, Instrument families 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7f3kqt/resources/1 (Music for SEN - class clips) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 (Essentials - core understanding of musical 
elements: things that are in every piece of music) 
The video clips cover many areas including a focus on SEN and introductions to families of 
instruments. 
 
Yr 8: Samba  (don't worry, we will have a go at this when we return) 
 
www.TeachingGadget.com ( Visit School website - Home-learning for instructions/username 
and password) 
Suggestions: Instrument identifier percussion, Instrument families, Rhythm count quiz, 
Random drums 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrjn34j (Samba drumming from bitesize primary) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6 (Essentials - core understanding of musical 
elements: things that are in every piece of music) 
The video clips cover many areas including a focus on SEN and introductions to families of 
instruments. 
 
Yr9: Differences in Music: Time signatures and other variations. 
 
Listening is a key part of this project and it is important that students realise that not all music 

has 4 beats in a bar. 
Have a listen to 'Money' by Pink Floyd (starts in 7 and changes to 4) 
Mission Impossible theme, Just take Five (both in 5) 
Any Waltz (Has to be in 3 to fit the dance) 
'Sing to the moon' by Laura Mvulu (the chorus is in 13) 
'Spitalfields' by Red Snapper (in 7)  
You may know of other great examples 
 
www.TeachingGadget.com ( Visit School website - Home-learning for instructions/username 
and password) 
Suggestions: Time signature quiz, Instrument families, Random Drums 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8xwmp3 (Orchestras and pop music) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zr4fscw (Fusion music) 



Yr10: Composing music for Film and Video Games   
 
I would also like yr 10 students to think about a solo piece they would like to play and on 
which instrument (including vocals) this would be. This would help us to hit the ground 
running when we return and start working on G.C.S.E solo performances. 
 
www.TeachingGadget.com ( Visit School website - Home-learning for instructions/username 
and password) 
Suggestions: Reggae syncopation, Rhythm dictation, Instrument families, Random Drums, 
G.C.S.E. quiz (hard) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zdvt6v4 (Composing music for 
video games) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/z7bphbk (Composing music for 
a film) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdfscw/articles/zmnk47h (compose your own film 
music with Hans Zimmer)  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8xwmp3 (Orchestras and pop music) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zr4fscw (Fusion music) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52Pfq19L5JU&list=RD52Pfq19L5JU&start_radio=1&t=3
3 (for Star Wars fans this brilliantly shows how John Williams uses motifs for his characters 
throughout the original Star Wars trilogy). 
 
Yr11: Revision: Concerto, Pop music, Rhythms of the World, Film/video game music 
 
www.TeachingGadget.com ( Visit School website - Home-learning for instructions/username 
and password) 
Suggestions: Reggae syncopation, Rhythm dictation, Instrument families, Random drums, 
G.C.S.E. quiz (hard) 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8xwmp3 (Orchestras and pop music) 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zr4fscw (Fusion music) 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zdvt6v4 (Composing music for 

video games) 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/z7bphbk (Composing music for 

a film) 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhdfscw/articles/zmnk47h (compose your own film 

music with Hans Zimmer)  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


