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16th October 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

COVID-19 Update 

We have had a very positive start to the school year.  I would like to thank you for all of your 

continuing understanding and for working so closely with our school staff to enable our 

pupils to return. It is extremely encouraging to see pupils back at school, learning and having 

fun. The measures that we have put in place so far have kept everyone safe in school this 

term.  

We are currently facing the possibility of a local increase in the number of people testing 

positive for COVID-19 so we would like to continue the following measures next term, until 

Christmas: 

• Staggered arrival and departure times  

This approach has been very successful in limiting the amount of people 

congregating in areas and has meant that all pupils are met by a member of school 

staff as soon as they arrive at school. I do understand that the change of time may 

have caused some issues for families so if the change of times is particularly difficult 

for you to accommodate for another term then please could you contact Jackie, 

Rachael or myself.   

• Postponing After School and Holiday Clubs 

 

We are not yet able to resume after school or holiday clubs as we are still aiming to 

keep pupils and staff within their ‘bubble’ groups as far as possible.  

 

• Essential Visitors Only  

 

We will continue to limit visitors to both of our school sites to those people who are 

essential, e.g. emergency contractors and NHS staff. We have implemented a strict 

visitor protocol for non-school staff.  
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• Parent/Carer Consultations / Annual Reviews 

Meetings with parents and carers will continue to take place remotely either using 

Microsoft Teams of by telephone calls. Your child’s teacher will contact you shortly to 

arrange a date and time for your consultation which will take place after the half term 

break. 

• No Large Gatherings 

 

We will continue to hold assemblies in classrooms to avoid large gatherings. 

Unfortunately we will not be able to hold our usual Harvest and Christmas performances 

for parents and carers to come along and watch. Instead of inviting parents and carers 

on to the school site, our East site teachers are preparing a Harvest assembly video for 

each class which we will add to our school website next term. We will also prepare 

videos of class based Christmas performances nearer the end of term.  

 

I have attached a copy of the Eastbourne Guide for Disabled People 2020 which provides a 

wealth of information about accessible and inclusive areas in the town including specific 

routes for wheelchairs and buggies. 

Your enduring support is very much appreciated as we continue to face COVID-19 

restrictions. I hope that you all enjoy the half term break and, in the meantime please do 

not hesitate to contact Jackie, Rachael or myself if there’s anything you need to discuss. 

Warm regards, 

Penny Kershaw 
 
Head of School 

 


