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Dear Parents and Carers 

Thank You 

As we are almost at the end of the academic year I wanted to send out my heartfelt thanks 

to each and every one of you for all of your kind words and the support that you have given 

our staff as we always endeavor to work in partnership with parents and carers.  

COVID-19 Latest Guidance 

Primary schools have received further guidance from the DfE about the changes after 

Monday, 19th July. Included in this guidance is a link to a letter explaining the changes which 

will be sent to you separately.  

Staffing Update 

At the end of term, we will be saying a very fond farewell to Claire Strudwick who is 

relocating out of East Sussex and joining a new school. We are however fortunate to have 

recruited a teacher, Michelle Morrison, who will join South Downs in January at the latest. In 

the meantime Lucie, one of our excellent complex needs teachers will take Claire’s class. 

Lucie is a very experienced teacher, familiar with all of the pupils in the class and will 

continue to support when Michelle arrives. Leigh Hurtado, our Complex Needs manager will 

also oversee the class and be on hand.  

We will also say goodbye and good luck to Emma Fitzgerald. Emma has an exciting new 

project planned called ‘Em’s Little Communicators’, providing consultancy and independent 

therapy support for children with communication needs. To replace Emma, we have been 

able to recruit a teacher, Emily Taylor who will join South Downs in September.  

School Transport 

We have recently been informed by East Sussex County Council School Transport that 

Sussex Cars will no longer provide the taxi service to South Downs next academic year. The 

taxi service is externally organised by East Sussex and operates outside of school 

management. However, we have already started to liaise with the new company and we will 

support the new drivers and passenger assistants in any way we can. Please look out for 

further updates from East Sussex.  
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School Meals 

Universal free school meals for all pupils finishes at the end of key stage one. If you do not 

receive means tested, pupil premium related free school meals then you will need to register 

with ParentPay – we will send out further information about this process.  

It has been another challenging year for everyone however we are all very much looking 

forward to a more settled year from September. I hope that you and your families enjoy the 

Summer break and we will look forward to welcoming pupils back to school after the holiday.  

If you have any questions or concerns at all then please do not hesitate to contact Jackie, 

Rachael or myself. 

Very best wishes, 

Penny Kershaw  

Head of School 


