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Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that you and your families are all well. Thank you for continuing to send your supportive messages to our 

staff, these kind words are always very much appreciated by all.  

COVID-19 Update:  

We are pleased to let you know that we now have Lateral Flow Rapid Testing available for all staff who work on 

our school site. Very recently, some of our school staff have been able to receive a COVID-19 vaccination so we 

hope that these two developments will begin to ease our staffing situation. 

Keeping everyone safe in school continues to be our priority. We have not yet had any cases of ‘in-school 

transmission’ and so our current measures appear to be working well to minimise the risk of the virus spreading 

within our school environment and our local community.  

Remote Learning 

We are frequently adding videos, activities and links to our website to help deliver learning at home; these 

resources can be accessed by clicking on the link below:  

http://www.thesouthfieldtrust.com/1719/home-learning-1 

There is also a music section which Ruth, our music teacher prepares each week.   

Your child’s teacher should be in touch with you regularly to support home learning and will be happy to 

consider any requests for additional activities or electronic resources.   

Contact tracing  

Once again, the government requires school leaders to undertake contact tracing during this half term holiday 

next week. If you or your child tests positive for COVID-19 and developed symptoms within 48 hours of being 

present on a school site then please contact us using the dedicated COVID-19 email address below which will be 

monitored regularly:  

sdscovid@thesouthfieldtrust.com 

Please only contact South Downs if you or your child has received a positive COVID-19 test result  

We do not need to be informed if any other family members are symptomatic or have tested positive.  
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We only need to be informed if you or your child who attends South Downs has had a positive COVID-19 test 

result and have actually been on a school site.  

If you need to email, please include:  

Your full name: 

Your child’s full name:  

Your child’s DOB: 

Your child’s teacher/class: 

When did you/your child receive a positive COVID-19 test result? 

When did your/your child’s COVID symptoms start?  

What was the last day that you/your child was in school?  

Contact telephone number: 

We will use our ParentMail system to contact you so please let the admin office know if any of your details have 

changed.  

Attendance at School 

We currently await further announcements from the government about increasing the numbers of pupils who 

attend school, the review is set to be on or before the 22nd February, 2021.  

The government has pledged that parents, carers and schools will have 2 weeks notice to make preparations for 

pupils to begin to return to school and of course we will update you as soon as we possibly can.  

I understand how frustrating and difficult this situation is for parents and carers however, without any 

guarantees or firm dates from the government, we have no choice but to continue with our current plans until 

we hear otherwise.    

Whilst national restrictions are in place, we are still highly likely to have reduced staffing levels as we will still 

have clinically extremely vulnerable staff who cannot attend work, child care difficulties for staff with school 

aged children whose schools cannot open fully in addition to the requirements for self-isolation and other staff 

absences.  Because of this staff issue, we anticipate that there may be a period of phased reopening until 

national restrictions have been lifted.  

We are aware that many of our pupils have not been able to access school between March and July last school 

year, and some of those pupils have also not been able to attend school since December so we will try to offer 

as many places as possible to pupils as soon as we are able to. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact Rachael, Jackie or myself if there is anything that you need to 

discuss. 

Very best wishes, 

Penny  


