
Term 5 – The Tempest – an introduction to Shakespeare 

 

This term is an introduction to Shakespeare  - to prepare and familiarise you with his plays/language 

in preparation for studying Romeo and Juliet in Year 11 – a GCSE Literature set text. 

In school we would have started to study/experience ‘The Tempest’ through character and drama 

work.  

So for home study here are a few alternative activities based upon a range of Shakespeare’s plays.  

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SHAKESPEARE PLAYS TO STUDY – NOT ROMEO AND 

JULIET… we will study that at GCSE level at the beginning of Year 11  

Here are a few suggested plays you could look at for your main focus: but feel free to research into 

his many others and choose one you feel you would like to learn more about.  

The Tempest 

12th Night 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream  

Watching the plays -  

If you have YouTube – it might be useful to watch the animated versions – type BBC Animated Tale – 

they lasts for about 30 minutes – it is a short introduction to the storyline/characters. 

There are other versions of these plays online – do check the age rating and suitability –  

Some useful websites to use for information on Shakespeare and details about his plays.  

1. www.rsc.org.uk  family friendly resources for all the family 

 

2. https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/william-shakespeare link to a range of activities on 

Shakespeare 

3. https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/stratford-upon-avon  

 

4. http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/ 

 

 



5. https://www.thefactsite.com/shakespeare-facts/ 

Shakespeare Learning activities/suggestions  

Once you have chosen the play you want to study – use the animated tale, or websites, to help you 

study the play.  

Getting to know Shakespeare and the plays  

6. Create a PPT or Word document with up to 10 interesting facts about Shakespeare. 

7. Research where he was born and create a travel guide to Stratford upon Avon  

8. Create a list of characters from your chosen play – summarise their characteristics using a 

range of descriptive words.  

9. Create a poster advertising a performance of the play – choose a date, time, venue – even add 

images/names of famous actors to who will perform in this version. 

10. Pick one of the central characters from the play you have chosen and as that character – using 

what you know about them  - write a dairy entry summing up the day’s events!  

 

Other generic tasks 

Create a quiz on William 

Shakespeare.  It must 

have at least 15 questions 

and an answer sheet.  I 

expect more than true or 

false.  

 

Do some research on the 

time in which 

Shakespeare lived.   

What was different?   

 

Research the original 

Globe Theatre.  When 

was it built?  What 

happened to it?  How 

much did it cost to see a 

show?   

 

Research one of 

Shakespeare’s plays.  

What is the main story 

line?   

 

Do two sketches of 

costumes from 

Shakespeare’s plays.  

Label them carefully and 

include the fabric that 

they were made from.  

Remember to state the 

play and character!   

 

Create a diary entry from 

someone in Shakespeare’s 

day.  It could be an actor 

or somebody visiting a 

play at the Globe. 

 

 

Research an actor.  It 

could either be one from 

the actual time of 

Shakespeare or somebody 

more recent that has 

starred in a film.   

Choose one of 

Shakespeare’s plays.  

Create the DVD case of 

it.  You must set it out 

like a proper DVD case, 

but it is up to you how you 

show the play.  You 

choose actors. 

 

 Research a play.  Do a 

comic strip of it.  You can 

choose how to set it out, 

but you must include key 

scenes and full colour.  I 

have high expectations of 

this activity.   

 

Create a Shakespeare 

‘playlist’.  I want 5 songs, 

and a commentary of 

which play they relate to 

and why/how.   

 

Write a newspaper 

article, set in 

Shakespeare’s time.  You 

must write about 

something to do with a 

play – such as an opening 

night, royal premiere or 

something of your choice.  

Spend a day as a 

Shakespearian actor 

Use ‘Thou’ and ‘Thee’ 

instead of I and you when 

talking to friends and 

family.  

 

 

 

 


