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Links within the curriculum to SMSC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMSC Composition Handwriting Digital 

Social Learning step  

8, 11 

  

Moral    

Spiritual Learning step  

7, 9,  

Learning step  

12 

 

Cultural Learning step  

10 

Learning step  

10 

Learning step  

10 

ASDAN Composition Handwriting Digital 

Personal Progress DWS DWS DWS 

DIS 

PSD    

Employability    

Careers Learning 

(CDI Framework 

Outcomes) 

Composition Handwriting Digital 

KS 2 5,16   

KS 3 16   
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English - Writing 

Learning Step Composition Presentation 

Handwriting Digital  

6   

Holds a pencil or mark 

making tool. 

Selects a mark making 

tool from a choice of 2. 

Makes a formless 

scribble and looks at 

paper while working.  

 

With support will track a 

sequence of objects/photos 

from left to right.  
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Learning Step Composition Presentation 

Handwriting Digital  

7 To create some form of 

text either digitally or by 

hand and show pride in 

what they have written.  

 

Choose the correct 

picture or object from a 

choice of two in shared 

retelling/recount of a 

story/event. 

 

With Support sequence 

familiar photos or 

pictures /symbols on a 

personal or class 

timetable working from 

left to right 

Make marks on paper 

with either hand, 

looking at the paper 

while they make marks.  

Begins to use suitably 

adapted simple computer 

programmes, using 

graphics tablets and 

pens/interactive whiteboard 

to make marks or touch 

screen to explore 

shapes/letters or patterns.  
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Learning Step Composition Presentation 

Handwriting Digital  

8 Create own 

writing/marks /typing to 

add to their work.  

 Talk or communicate 

something about what 

they have written, typed, 

drawn or created.  

Talk 

about/communicates 

about items/ events of 

interest and makes 

marks to represent 

(using written words or 

typed letters or uses 

symbols to describe it at 

a 2 word level).  

 

 

 

 

 

Trace/copy writing 

patterns including 

vertical, horizontal, 

circular, zigzag. 

Overwrite individual 

shapes and patterns.  

Begins to overwrite first 

name (letters not 

correctly formed).  

Press an input device to 

create letters on a screen.  

 

With a written/ printed 

example, to assist, can 

locate a few correct letters 

on the keyboard.   
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Learning Step Composition Presentation 

Handwriting Digital  

9 Can separate pictures 

from words 

understanding that the 

print conveys ‘written’ 

meaning.  

Creates words /pictures 

on a screen and 

observes these being 

printed.  

Can select 3 symbols or 

words to describe a 

photo or picture.  

Complete a talking mat. 

‘likes/dislikes etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overwrite all letters of 

the alphabet. 

Hold a pen/pencil in a 

preferred hand and 

write some letters of 

their first name with 

adult support.  

Makes letter like 

shapes independently 

and identifies as own 

name or other 

significant word or 

caption.  

May write a random 

string of symbols 

independently’ for 

writing’ which could 

include letters 

/numbers etc.  

Begins to sequence the 

letters of their first 

name.  

May apply early letter 

sounds that they have 

learnt. to assist finding 

a letter to begin a word.  

Can type all letters of the 

alphabet by copying. 

Type their first name using 

a keyboard, with adult 

support. 

Types letter like shapes 

and identifies as own name 

or other significant word or 

caption.  

Type random string of 

letters independently’ for 

writing’ which may include 

letters /numerals etc. 
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Learning Step Composition Presentation 

Handwriting Digital  

10 ‘Writes/types for different 

purposes. e.g.  Cards. 

Uses letters from own 

name when writing or 

typing other words.  

Rehearse then dictate a 

sentence for an adult to 

scribe or select symbols 

to make a sentence; or 

alternatively compose a 

sequence of pictures on 

an iPad to compose a 

sentence.  

Can make a symbolised 

list. e.g. ingredients for a 

simple recipe/task.  

Selects 4 symbols to 

describe a picture or 

photo e.g. to describe a 

story.  

Copy writes or types 1-2 

words in cards e.g. 

Happy Birthday, Love 

From. 

 

 

 

 

 

Writes all letters of own 

name. 

Leaves spaces 

between groups of 

letters. 

Form an increasing 

amount of letters using 

preferred hand.  

Is becoming aware of 

the different sizes and 

shapes of letters. 

Writes short familiar 

names from memory. 

‘Mum and Dad’ 

 

 

 

Types all letters of own 

name.  

 Uses the space bar to 

make spaces between 

groups of letters. 

Is becoming aware of the 

different sizes and shapes 

of letters.  

Types short familiar words 

from memory. E.g.  ‘Mum 

and Dad’ 
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Learning 

Step 

Composition Presentation Spelling punctuation 

and grammar 
Handwriting Digital  

11 Use their 

writing/typing to 

record information, an 

idea or an event in 

different 

environments.  

Recognise their work 

when displayed and 

make comments on 

it. 

Write /type for 

different purposes eg. 

List, Birthday card. 

Read back 

/understand what 

they have written or 

typed and realise that 

it has a constant. E.g. 

remains the same. 

Always says the 

same things.  

Begin to use 

classroom 

display/word 

mat/simple picture 

dictionary to support 

independent writing.  

Writes the majority 

of letters in a 

recognisable format.  

Uses groups of 

letters to represent 

words.  

Hold their pencil 

correctly and writes 

some letters and or 

words independently 

before copying an 

adults writing.  

Types groups of 

letters to represent 

words.  

 

Attempts to type 

some words 

independently 

before copying an 

adults writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uses their letter /and 

or sound knowledge to 

begin to spell words 

and name certain 

letters correctly.  

Write/type their name 

using a capital letter 

for the first letter.  
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Learning 

Step 

Composition Presentation Spelling punctuation 

and grammar 
Handwriting Digital  

12 Uses 

pictures/symbols to 

plan and sequence 

story or functional 

activities.  

Can communicate 

information about a 

story or set of 

instructions that they 

have written.  

Produce recognisable 

letters and words to 

convey meaning but 

not all of the writing 

/typing is 

recognisable.  

Use cards to create a 

simple sentence they 

can then write/type.  

 

  

 

Writes simple 

sentences unaided. 

Regular spaces 

between words.  

Writes most lower 

case letters clearly 

shaped and correctly 

orientated.  

Types simple 

sentences unaided. 

Regular spaces 

between words. 

Understands the 

visual difference 

between lower case 

and upper case 

words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some use of capital 

letters: occasionally 

the use is random.  

Sometimes ends the 

sentence with a full 

stop. 

Begins to recognise 

when a simple 

sentence is complete.  

May use the correct 

initial sound of a word 

to represent the word.  
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Learning 

Step 

Composition Presentation Spelling punctuation 

and grammar 
Handwriting Digital  

13 Begins to use an 

organisational 

structure to present 

texts e.g. writing 

frames. 

Will answer questions 

from staff and or 

peers about the 

content of their 

writing.  

Understands and 

uses different 

structures in writing, 

lists, reports, cards, 

messages. So knows 

a list is a list format 

for example. 

Could create an 

imaginary 

event/object 

place/character and 

write about it with 

support.   

 

  

 

Writes most upper 

case letters clearly 

shaped and correctly 

orientated.  

Begins to not put 

capital letters in the 

middle of words. 

Types a few 

sentences without 

support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uses full stops 

correctly but not 

always consistently.  

Uses capital letters 

correctly but not 

consistently.  

Uses word lists to 

assist spelling.  

Spells common 3 

letter words in a high 

frequency list.  

Notice other 

punctuation, such as 

question marks.  
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Learning 

Step 

Composition Presentation Spelling punctuation 

and grammar 
Handwriting Digital  

14 Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives.  

Reread what they 

have written to check 

it makes sense.  

If appropriate discuss 

with the teacher what 

they have written.  

Begins to understand 

the use and need of 

adjectives in writing.  

 

  

 

Begins to form lower 

case letters in the 

correct direction, 

starting and finishing 

in the correct place.  

Form Capital letters 

correctly and form 

digits 0-9 

To type a few 

sentences 

competently and 

independently.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To spell days of the 

week.  

To begin to punctuate 

sentences with Capital 

letters/full stops 

question marks 

/exclamation marks.  

Write from memory 

simple sentences and 

words using words 

taught so far.  
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Learning 

Step 

Composition Presentation Spelling punctuation 

and grammar 
Handwriting Digital  

15 Compose narratives 

2 paragraphs etc. 

/about an event, (real 

or fictional). 

Use planning 

strategies for what 

they want to 

write/short written 

ideas/discussion with 

teacher etc.  

Proof read their 

writing, checking it 

makes sense etc., 

independently.  

 

  

 

Handwriting is more 

uniform in nature 

and can be 

deciphered easily.  

Does not put capital 

letters in the middle 

of words.  

Can competently 

use all letter keys 

/space/bar enter key 

etc. in writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners should use 

simple punctuation, 

such as full stops and 

capital letters in their 

work independently.  

Use expanded nouns 

to describe (such as 

the yellow flower). 

 

 


