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Navigating the Globe  

   
 

The Globe Theatre was where many of Shakepeare’s plays were performed. As 

Shakespeare’s plays were written for the stage, an understanding of the nature of how 

these plays were performed is crucial to understanding them. Twelfth Night (the play we 

will be studying this term) was first performed at the Globe in 1601. 

The Globe Theatre was very different to modern theatres today. This impacted upon the 

performance of the plays in a variety of ways. How? Let’s find out! 

Your task 

PART A – create a GLOBE THEATRE  

EITHER  

Construct a paper model of the Globe using the A4 template provided  - if you have 

access to a printer – enlarge onto A3 if possible.  

OR  

Design your own using items from the recycling bin/reusable rubbish – use the cut out 

template to help you   -   

“This model was made from details found from hstorical etchings and prints of the original Globe 

Theatre. This required quite a bit of research as there were actually three Globe Theatre buildings, 

and inaccuracies abound. This model represents the Globe as it probably looked around the time that 

Shakespeare's plays were presented there (1599-1608).” http://www.papertoys.com/globe.htm  

 

PART B 

Read through a brief history of the Globe on the timeline provided, and the notes 

provided about the nature of performances there. Use this information, and the paper 

model you constructed to respond to the questions below. 
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1. Before theatres were built in England, actors performed around 

the country in travelling theatre troupes. When theatres were 

established, how might this have affected performance of the 

plays? 

 

2.  ‘Puritans’ were a breakaway sect of the Church of England, and worked towards 

religious, moral, and societal reforms. Why were they were so vehement in 

opposing theatre? 

 

3.  What advantages or disadvantages can you see in the design of the Globe? 

 

4. How does the atmosphere and design of the Globe impact upon actor/audience 

interaction? 

 

5. The Globe has an octagonal shape. Why do you think it was designed this way? 
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Timeline of Globe Theatre History 

 

1576 James Burbage (father of the actor, Richard Burbage) obtains lease and permission to 

build 'The Theatre' in Shoreditch, London. The Lord Chamberlain's Men use it from 1594 to 
1596. 

1577  Another open air amphitheatre called The Curtain opens in Finsbury Fields, Shoreditch, 

London. 

1587  Open air amphitheatre The Rose, Bankside, Surrey is opened. 

1593  London Theatres close due to outbreaks of the Bubonic Plague in England. The Lord 

Chamberlain's Company (formally known as 'Lord Stranges Men' was formed. 

1595  March 15, First document mentioning Shakespeare connected with the 'Theatre'. 

1596  From 1596 to 1597 The City of London authorities ban the public performances of plays 

within the city limits of London.  

1597  Dispute over the lease of 'the Theatre'. The Puritan owner, Giles Allen disapproved of the 

Theatre and the acting troupe. Burbage opens negotiations to re-new the lease of the 
'Theatre'. 

 Shakespeare's company of actors moved to the Curtain Theatre after failed negotiations for 
a new lease for the 'Theatre'. 

1598  Timber from the 'Theatre' taken to use for the building of a new venue to be called the 

Globe Theatre.  

1599  The Globe Theatre is opened on Bankside, Southwark, London. 

1601  Shakespeare's acting troupe, the Chamberlain's Men, were commissioned to stage Richard II 

at the Globe Theatre. Twelfth Night was also performed here this year. 

1603  Shakespeare acted in Jonson's Sejanus at the Globe Theatre as "a principal tragedian."  

  The Bubonic Plague again ravages London killing over 33,000 people. 
  May 19, The King's Men acting troupe forms. Shakespeare is mentioned as one of "the mens' 

players". 

1608  The Bubonic Plague once again ravages London and the theatres close. 

1613  June 29, Fire at the Globe Theatre during a performance of Henry  VIII. 

1614  Globe Theatre is rebuilt on its original foundations, this time the roof of the Globe is tiled, 

not thatched. 

1616  April 25, Burial of William Shakespeare in the chancel of Holy Trinity Church in Stratford. 

1642  The English Civil War broke out between the Parliamentarians (Puritans) and the Royalists. 

 September 2 - Parliament issues an ordinance suppressing all stage plays. The Globe 
Theatre is demolished by the Puritans. On 15th April - Landowner Sir Matthew Brend 
demolishes the Globe Theatre and builds tenement houses on the site. 

1647  Even stricter rules passed by the Puritans restricting the staging of plays. 

1648  The Puritans ordered all playhouses and theatres to be pulled down, all players to be seized 

and whipped, and anyone caught attending a play to be fined five shillings. 

1649  The Civil War finally leads to the terrible execution of King Charles I by the 

Parliamentarians (Puritans). 

1653  Oliver Cromwell becomes Lord Protector of England. 

1658  Cromwell dies and the power of the Puritan starts to decline. 

1660  King Charles II is restored to the throne of England. 

1660  The Restoration, and the demise in the power of the Puritans, sees the opening of the 

theatres again. But the Globe Theatre is never re-built - until many hundreds of years later! 

 
Information from http://www.globe-theatre.org.uk/globe-theatre-timeline.htm 
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Audience, Atmosphere & Amenities 

The Globe theatre was open to audiences in the summer and the 
performances took place by daylight; the King's company usually began to play in the 
month of May. Days out at the Globe Theatre would have been an exciting event. The 
grounds surrounding the Globe Theater would have been bustling with people. There 
would be stalls selling merchandise and refreshments creating a market day atmosphere. 
Non playgoers would flock to the Globe Theater to go to the market stalls and 'soak in ' the 
holiday-like atmosphere. 

 Lighting - Natural lighting as plays were produced in the afternoon. However there 
was some artificial lighting mainly intended to provide atmosphere for night scenes 

 Heating - There was no heating in the Globe Theatre. Plays were performed in the 
summer months and transferred to the indoor playhouses during the winter. 

 Toilets - None! People relieved themselves outside. Sewage was buried in pits or 
disposed of in the River Thames.  

 The Grounds of the theatre were filled with stalls selling a variety of take-away 
foods and beverages. 

 The Globe theatre was also used for gambling, and prostitutes plied their trade 
within the confines of the Globe building and grounds! Fights also broke out 
amongst audience members adding to the entertainment available. 

 The Nobles - Upper Class Nobles would have paid for the better seats in the Lord's 
rooms paying 5d for the privilege. 

 The Lower Classes, the Commoners, were called the Groundlings or Stinkards, 
and would have stood in the theatre pit and paid 1d entrance fee. They put 1 
penny in a box at the theatre entrance - hence the term 'Box Office'. 

The 'groundlings' would pay 1 penny to stand in the 'Yard' of the Globe Theatre. The gentry 
would pay to sit in the galleries often using cushions for comfort! Rich nobles could watch 
the play from a chair set on the side of the Globe stage itself. Theatre performances were 
held in the afternoon, because, of course, there was limited artificial lighting. Men and 
women attended plays, but often the prosperous women would wear a mask to disguise 
their identity. The plays were extremely popular and attracted vast audiences to the 
Globe - the audience capacity was over 1500 people and this amount increased to 3000 
when people mingled outside the grounds. In 1599, Thomas Platter noted the cost of 
admission in his diary:  

 

"There are separate galleries and there one stands more comfortably and moreover can 
sit, but one pays more for it. Thus anyone who remains on the level standing pays only one 
English penny: but if he wants to sit, he is let in at a farther door, and there he gives 
another penny. If he desires to sit on a cushion in the most comfortable place of all, 
where he not only sees everything well, but can also be seen then he gives yet another 
English penny at another door. And in the pauses of the comedy food and drink are carried 
round amongst the people and one can thus refresh himself at his own cost". 

Information from http://www.globe-theatre.org.uk/globe-theatre-audience.htm 


