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CURRICULUM LINKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMSC 
Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills 

Attention and 
Listening 

Social Learning step:  

13 

Learning step: 

10, 12 

Learning step: 

6, 7, 11 

Learning step: 

12, 15 

Moral Learning step: 

8, 9 

Learning step: 

9, 11 

Learning step: 

9 

 

Spiritual  Learning step: 

10 

Learning step: 

8 

Learning step: 

15 

Cultural Learning step: 

11, 14 

Learning step: 

14 

 Learning step: 

15 

ASDAN 
Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills 

Attention and 
Listening 

Personal 

Progress 

DCS 

GOP 

ISPR 

EWP 

DSA 

PPI 

HYS 

NCA 

CPS 

CPP 

EWO 

EES 

 

FIS 

EWP 

PSD  WG E2 

MSR E2 

PW E1 & E2 

IRR E2 

MLT E1 & E2 PWE E1 & E2 

WG E2 

Employability CWO E3 

LWE E3 

AJB E3 

RRW E3 

 UAG E3 

Careers 

Learning 

(CDI Framework 

outcomes) 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills 
Attention and 

Listening 

KS 2 12 1,2,16 9 5 

KS 3  1,2,11,16  15 
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Communication: Social 

Learning 
Step 6 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 
 

Maintains interaction 
with adult by listening & 
responding, e.g. turn 
taking & making sounds. 
 
Shows awareness of 
emotions expressed by 
others, e.g. pausing & 
looking when another 
child cries, smiling when 
adults are cheering. 
 
Initiates interactions with 
an adult or pupil e.g. by 
giving/pointing. 
gesturing/vocalisation 
 
Understands principle of 
picking up and handing 
a picture/sustaining 
gaze on a picture, 
symbol or photo to make 
a request for desired 
activity. 
 
  

 
 

Uses appropriate or 
conventional 
communication to 
gain attention from 
another person, e.g. 
vocalization or 
gesture. 
 
Initiates actions in 
order to achieve 
desired result 
(exerting their 
autonomy) 
 
Pupils use consistent 
sign, gesture, 
vocalisation to 
indicate finished with 
a prompt. 
 
Pupils use a 
consistent sign, 
gesture, vocalisation 
to request more with 
a prompt. 
 
 

Demonstrates shared 
attention with an adult 
on an object. 
 
Becomes involved and 
concentrates for a 
short time on an 
activity of their 
preference. 

 

Learning 
Step 7 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 Recognises need to 
secure attention prior to 
communicating. 

 
Regains adults attention 
if adult turns away. 
 
Begins to request for 
help using 
word/gesture/sign/symb
ol 
 
Spontaneously and 
without prompting uses 
their communication 
skills to make requests 

Express their 
likes/dislikes using 
single elements of 
communication. 
 
Express their needs 
Using single 
elements of 
communication, e.g. 
will say “toilet” when 
need to go. 
 
Demonstrates an 
understanding of 
“yes” and “no” 
 

Remains on task and 
concentrates on an 
activity of their own 
choosing for 5 
minutes. 
 
Objects are shared 
with adult support. 
 
Works/plays/engages 
with activities 
alongside others. 
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e.g. upon seeing adult 
with a birthday cake, 
travels to their 
communication system 
(e.g. voca, PECS book) 
and travels to the adult 
to make a request. 

 
Becomes persistent in 
gaining an adult’s 
attention in order to 
communicate. 

 
 
Plays/completes a task 
alongside an adult/peer 
using a visually 
represented strip or 
timetable 

Indicates discomfort. 
 
Spontaneously 
requests more. 
 
Spontaneously 
requests finished. 
 

 
Learning 
Step 8 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 They maintain 
interactions and take 
turns working In a small 
group with support. 
 
They initiate interactions 
and respond to others’ 
initiations  
 
They communication 
with a variety of 
communication partners 
in a variety of 
environments. 
 
Use simple 
conversational skills e.g. 
give and acknowledged 
greetings and goodbyes, 
initiate conversation, 
take turns in 
conversation. 
 
Begins to respond when 
requested to wait. 
 
Begins to request a 
“rest” from activity when 
needed. 
 
 
 

Pupils express how 
they are feeling given 
a choice of happy, 
sad or ok/angry 
 
Pupils combine two 
elements of 
communication to 
express their 
needs/choice e.g. 
more juice, blue 
sweet. 

Pretend- children will 
begin to use an object 
imaginatively and not 
for its original purpose 
e.g. wood block for a 
phone or a stick for a 
sword etc. 
 
Perseveres in activities 
of own choosing, trying 
to continue their 
play/activity when 
obstacles may 
introduced e.g. switch 
becomes unplugged, 
missing piece in a 
puzzle. 
 
 
 
Consistently answers 
‘what do you want’ by 
spontaneously seeking 
preferred 
communication system 
and using to indicate 
their need.  

 

Learning 
Step 9 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 Spontaneously 
comments on what they 
can see/hear using 

Begin  to develop an 
understanding that 
actions have 

Accepts not always 
getting what they want. 
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words/signs/symbols 
 
Uses communication 
skills successfully to 
make needs know and 
gain information in a 
variety of environments’ 
in and out of School e.g.  
 
hall/playground/ 
supermarket  
 
Uses phrases with up to 
three key 
words/symbols for 
varying purposes: 
making a request, 
answering a question, 
relaying a message. 
 
Understands the term 
“later” or “after” in the 
context of waiting for 
desirable object/activity, 
knowing that it will come 
at a set time/after a set 
activity. 
 
Takes turns in simple 
conversations e.g. break 
time, small groups and 
stories. 
 
 
 
Shows some 
consideration of others 
‘needs and feelings e.g. 
not taking what they 
want, showing 
appreciation of an 
achievement/performan
ce. 
 
Able to relay information 
across different 
environments using their 
preferred mode of 
communication e.g. go 
to the office and ask a 
question. 
 
 

 

consequences e.g. 
showing regret when 
told off for eating 
another child’s 
biscuit (At least 3 
examples) 
 
Expresses their 
choices in a wide 
range of situations 
and settings e.g. 
chooses a drink in a 
café, chooses which 
colour glitter to use in 
art activity. 
 
Shares 
ideas/information 
using preferred mode 
of communication in 
small groups e.g. 
pupil council  

Perseveres in 
unfamiliar activates 
seeking help to 
continue/develop 
them. 
 
Waits turn in a 
play/activity situation. 
 
Responds to others in 
play/activities e.g. 
sharing.  

Learning 
Step 10 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 They make purposeful 
relationships with 
familiar adults and 
peers. 

Consistently 
demonstrates an 
understanding that 
actions have 
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Able to relay information 
across different 
environments e.g. go to 
ask a question and 
return to the classroom 
with the answer. 
 
 
Talks to unfamiliar 
people to ask a question 
when a familiar adult is 
present e.g. in the 
supermarket will follow 
an adults instruction to 
ask supermarket staff 
where the bread is.  
 

 
 
 

consequences 
showing remorse or 
guilt. 
 
Imaginative paly 
involving others- 
responds to simple 
commands, 
Imaginative play 
involving adults, and 
complex exploratory 
play with objects. 

Learning 
Step 11 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 Responds appropriately 
to conversation with an 
adult or peer. 
 
Consistently request 
help (using preferred 
mode of communication) 
when needed 
 
Understands agreed 
code of behaviour which 
helps groups work 
together in class group 
situations e.g. waiting in 
line. 
 
Supports others to 
behave appropriately 
e.g. reminding a peer to 
greet a visitor politely/ to 
say sorry to another 
peer. 
 
Understands the need 
for rules in games. 
 
Participates as listener 
and speaker in group 
tasks, linking up to 4 key 
words. 
 
Understands agreed 
codes of behaviour 
which helps groups of 
people work together 
out of school. e.g. 

They show a basic 
understanding of 
what is right and 
wrong in familiar 
situations 
 
Pupils realise and 
accept that other 
people may have 
different preferences 
and this is ok. 
 
Able to ask adults for 
information, needed 
equipment, help. 
 
Expresses 
feelings/emotions in 
an appropriate way 
e. g. expresses 
anger without being 
physically aggressive 
or demonstrative.  
 
Begin to say how 
they feel about a 
given topic e.g. a 
piece of music, film. 
 
Share information 
about a piece of work 
they have completed 
with others e.g. 
class/group/assembl
y.  

Makes a simple 
prediction at the start 
of an activity as to 
what might happen. 
 
Participates 
cooperatively in 
games/activates with 
peers. 
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understand and follow 
class rules, queues in 
supermarkets. 
 
Shows sensitivity to the 
feelings of others 
showing respect, care 
and concern. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Learning 
Step 12 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 Approaches & initiates a 
conversation with a 
familiar person 
appropriately. 
 
Awareness of use of eye 
contact e.g. staring, 
looking away etc. 
 
Aware of personal 
space when talking too 
others. 
 
 
Listen and react 
appropriately e.g. laugh 
to a joke, gasp with 
surprize  
 
Spontaneously chats to 
a friend in a social 
setting e.g. break time. 

 
 
 

Maintain their opinion 
without being 
swayed by others to 
change their minds 
e.g. maintains they 
like dancing even 
when others say it’s 
not cool. 
 
Take pride in own 
success 
 
Pupils consistently 
identify a number of 
personal interests 
and can talk about 
them with familiar 
people. 
 
 
Approaches and 
initiates a 
conversation to ask 
for information or 
help in a familiar 
setting. 
 
Recognises and 
names own feelings 
when asked. 
 
Pupils consistently 
identify at least one 
thing they do not like 
and say why. 
 
Able to ignore others’ 
inappropriate 
behaviour 
 
Begin to talk about 
their achievements 
and what they would 

 Takes instructions 
from a peer and 
responds to their 
questions 
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like to improve with 
an adult. 
 
Listens to 
conversations and 
asks questions: With 
a peer, in a small 
group. 
 
 

Learning 
Step 13 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 Knows & demonstrates 
when it is appropriate to 
touch a familiar person 
during a conversation. 
 
Spontaneously chats to 
a group of friends in a 
social setting. 
 
Uses a louder voice 
when talking in a group 
with prompts. 
 
Brings a conversation 
to an end e.g. by saying 
goodbye. 
 
With encouragement 
pupils can comment on 
the ways that they are 
similar and different to 
one another. 
 
Be able to respect and 
respond positively to the 
feelings of others in the 
school setting. 
 

 
 
 

Pupils understand 
that it is ok to make 
mistakes and to take 
responsibility for 
them. 

 
Asks questions to 
have something 
clarified that they 
don’t understand or 
to find out more 
information. 
 
Is able to say when 
they have changed 
their mind 
 
Able to 
recognise/identify 
own feelings and 
begin to say why 
when asked. 
 
Able to express their 
opinion with reasons 
for their view about a 
range of topics with 
familiar people. 
 
Identify things they 
are good at 
 
Identify things they 
are not good at. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Participates in 
group situations 
uses 2/3 sentences 
to talk about 
matters of interest 
to a group. 
 
Remembers details 
and can therefore 
start to predict what 
might happen next. 
 
Demonstrates good 
posture when 
talking to others 
with prompts e.g. 
standing tall, sitting 
up, head up etc. 

Learning 
Step 14 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 In a range of situations 
take turns, respond and/ 
or comment 
appropriately to what 
others say. 
 

Pupils can 
confidently express 
their opinion with 
reasons for their view 
about a range of 
topics with familiar 

 Can talk about a 
story and extend 
ideas of what 
happens next to 
characters after the 
story has finished. 
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Uses eye contact 
appropriately when 
talking in a small group. 
 
Demonstrated an 
awareness of how close 
to stand next to 
someone when talking. 
 
Understands that they 
do not touch unfamiliar 
people during 
conversations expect for 
hand shake greetings  
 
Use a louder voice when 
talking in a group. 
 
Identify and respect the 
differences and 
similarities between 
people. 
 
Confidently negotiates 
leisure activates with 
friends.  

 
 
 

people. 
 
Can provide basic 
information about 
themselves when 
asked e.g. in an 
interview or in a wex 
placement. 
 
Assertively 
advocates for self 
with unfamiliar 
people in familiar 
settings e.g. asking 
for help from School 
staff or staff in local 
supermarket. 
 
Consistently and 
confidently identifies 
things they are good 
at. 
 
Consistently and 
confidently identify 
things they are not 
good at and say why.  
 
Explain the 
difference between 
their own and 
another’s opinion. 
 
 

(E.g. when asked 
can suggest where 
wolf ran off too after 
burning his tail in 3 
little pigs. 
 
 
 
 
In a range of 
situations, take 
turns, responds and 
or comment 
appropriately to 
what others say. 
 
Recalls limited 
information heard 
and immediately 
passes it on. 
 
Asks a relevant 
question to request 
for clarification of 
what has been 
said. 

Learning 
Step 15 

Social Interaction Self-Advocacy Play Skills Attention and 
Listening 

 In general conversation, 
begins to include some 
background information 
e.g. where they went on 
holiday and one aspect 
they enjoyed. 
 
Talks about things they 
are interested in with 
familiar people. 
 
Participates in 
discussion making 
contributions. 

 
Knows the difference 
between, affection, love, 
support, respect and 
appreciation. 

 
 
 

Pupils begin to 
negotiate social 
activities with friends 
when there is a 
conflict of interest. 
 
Pupils begin to 
accept that things 
going wrong/making 
mistakes are part of 
learning and begins 
to learn from them. 
 
Pupils begin to 
understand the 
difference between 
liking something and 
begin good at 
something. 
 
Demonstrates the 
use if appropriate 
language gesture, 
body language used 

 Pupils understand 
the conventions of 
showing they are 
listening, e.g. look 
at the speaker, sit 
quietly to allow the 
speaker to 
communicate, 
watch the 
performance of 
others, 
 
Recalls a sequence 
of 
events/information 
previously heard. 
 
Beings to be aware 
of the tone and 
intonation in others 
and their meaning 
behind it. 
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to apologise to 
others. 
 
Recognises/identifies 
own feelings and 
spontaneously talks 
to someone about 
them. 
 
Pupils confidently 
express their opinion 
with reasons for their 
view about a range 
of topics with a range 
of people giving 
reasons for their 
choices. 
 
Begins to identify 
and advocate things 
they would like to do 
or try and say why, 
 
Begins to accept 
criticism and 
guidance and 
demonstrates 
appropriate 
behaviour. 
 
Discusses own 
learning and is able 
to make suggestions 
for next steps. 
 
Demonstrates skills, 
knowledge and 
confidence to 
advocate for self-
review, including 
speaking up about 
achievements. 
 
Shares personal 
information e.g. in an 
interview. 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 


