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We have been doing some fantastic 
learning in Class AO. Through using 
Fairy Tales as a stimulus, we have 
had the opportunity to dive deep into 
creative exploration. Some of the 
activities that we have enjoyed in-
clude: saving frozen peas from ice 
balloons; role playing a variety of 
fairy tales; practising moving like 
different animals and plenty of 
messy art work! 
We have had a super start to the 
year and already made some great 
memories. We have been focusing 
on communication and independ-
ence and we have all come along in 
leaps and bounds. We cannot wait 
to see what the rest of the year 
brings! 

In EE we have 

been enjoying our 

weekly trips to the  

café. All of us have 

walked to Windmills 

café where we have 

chosen our favourite 

cakes to eat. We have 

been using what we 

have learnt about 

money in class to help 

us pay for our cakes. 
In Topic’s we have been looking at old and new food. We 
tried old foods like mushy peas and mash potato. We    
practised some old and new dances and dance crazes, we 
enjoyed learning ‘The Macarena’! We also looked at old 
and new photos of ourselves and took some of our own.  



Early Years Classes 
We have had a very busy start in our new classes. We are settling into our daily routine and are building positive 
relationships with both staff and children. We are having fun learning and we are working on our independence 
skills. 
Our topic over Terms 1 and 2 has been “Autumn and Traditional Fairy Tales,” which we have been accessing 
through a variety of sensory stories, supported with props, symbol cards and switches. Some of us have been 
“huffing and puffing” like the big bad wolf and “running as fast as we can” like the Gingerbread Man. We have     
experienced making collages and getting creative with paint. We have enjoyed mark making activities in wet and 
dry sensory food trays as well as making and baking activities, including preparing and tasting “The Bears’      
porridge.” We have been drawing, doing colour matching activities at the table and using programs on the 
Clevertouch.  
We have been learning outside the classroom too, transitioning to other playgrounds, the field and the            
trampoline. Activities have included searching for mini beasts, trying out the new bikes and role playing. 
We supported Children in Need in November by dressing up as Princes and Princesses and buying cakes from 
the cake sale! 
We are looking forward to lots more fun, learning through play in Term 3! 



This term our Topic has been Old and New. We have explored it in many different ways. 
In cookery we looked at traditional recipes that have been around for a long time and cooked them start to finish 
using instructions to help.  

We explored Old and new 
Toys and worked in DT to 
select appropriate materials 
to make our own old toy. 
We had to ask for help 
when needed and us      
instructions to help us,    
developing us to more    
independence in our     
learning to overcome    
problems.  

We also looked at a 
timeline of cars,     
placing them in order 
from old to new and 
worked on designing 
our own car.  

We also made a trip out to Curry’s to compare new electronics to old, trying to 

match a picture of an old object to what it looks like now. We then used the 

hoover and tested which ones work best from old to new. 



We’ve had a great start in 
Class CS. We have been 
working hard getting to know 
our new routine and making 
new friends. We have been 
focusing lots on our              
independence and              
communication. We have used 
our cookery lessons to work 
on following instructions and 
independently making a pizza 
and sandwich.  Some of us 
have tried new foods that we 
haven’t tried before. 
Our topic this term is old and 
new. We have been looking at 
the story of The Three Little 
Pigs. In literacy we have read 
the traditional version, which is 
our old version and we are 
creating our own new version. 
For science the children have 
used different materials to 
build their own houses and 
used a hair dryer to see if they 
can blow the house down.  
 

VY have had a fantastic time learning 

about Fairy Tales. We have matched 

pictures, explored sensory trays, worked 

together, been through fairy tale scenes 

and much much more. We have read 

Goldilocks, The Princess and the Pea, 

The Gingerbread Man, Rumpelstiltskin, 

Jack and the Beanstalk and the Three 

Little Pigs as well as lots more stories 

during Fee Fi Fo Fridays. 



We have had a wonderful term in Class DC, our topic has been fairy tales which has included our favourite   
stories The 3 Little Pigs, Jack and the Beanstalk and The Gingerbread Man. 

We spent time learning outdoors in the sun, wind and rain. We have used umbrellas to keep us dry, coats to 
keep us warm and also used our outdoor tent as shelter when it is windy. 

We have celebrated Halloween, Bonfire and firework night in many different ways, this has included Science 
experiments, messy art and also food technology. 

We have enjoyed all of our classroom activities especially our role play sessions where we have been able to 
dress up as kings and queens, firemen and policemen and also doctors where we have turned our classroom 

into wonderful different scenes.  
We have had such fun with our peers and worked extremely hard.  Well Done to all of the children in Class DC  

In SP class we have  

been enjoying using                                
technology to play games, activate 
switch toys and use a blender to make 
Angel Delight.  We have been learning 
how our actions cause an effect and 
problem solving to find out how to use 
two switches to do two different things.  
In our Art work we have made some 
beautiful paintings using our hands and 
other tools.  We are particularly proud of 
our spaghetti pictures! We have enjoyed 
different sensory experiences, finding 
out how we can manipulate substances 
and materials and learning which we do 
and don’t like to handle. Dressing up 
days have been good fun! We looked 
very smart as princes and princesses on 
Children in Need day and in Indian 
clothes when we had our assembly on 
the Indian festival of Navratri. 



This term in class HW we have been    
looking at Fairy tales. We have had such 
fun learning through these stories. Look 
what we have been up to. We built towers 
like ‘Jacks beanstalk’ using large bricks,   
building them up and knocking them over 
again and made smaller ones expanding 
our maths skills by using a dice. We      
enjoyed topic related cookery and made 
some straw cakes to represent one of the 
houses the 3 little pigs built. We explored 
bean bread and had to use our fine motor 
skills operating tweezers to pick up small 
beans. We used Lego bricks to build a 
house for the pigs, predicted if it would 
blow down or not and then tested our  
predictions using a hairdryer. We have  
had fun working  together and have all 
settled amazingly well into class HW 
We hope you all have a brilliant Christmas 
from us all in HW 

In class TH, we have spent lots of 
time getting to know each other, 
make new friends and discover our 
new classroom. We have been look-
ing at autumn and using different 
natural materials to mark- make and 
decorate art work for the classroom, 
as well as focussing on our individual 
targets. We have increased our con-
fidence and independence by enjoy-
ing some fun trips out to Drusillas to 
explore the soft-play, the pool during 
swimming, and going ‘under’, ‘over’, 
and ‘through apparatus in PE.    



In class LB we have been working hard 
on our independence and social com-
munication. We have been developing 
our cooking skills, and working with 
class LN to make cakes, sandwiches 
and pizza. We have been working hard 
to make our own stories, based on ‘the 
three little pigs’.  We have enjoyed act-
ing out the story, sequencing the story 
and writing our own versions with new 
characters. In maths we have been 
looking at fractions, where we have 
been making and cutting pizzas into 
half’s and quarters. We have celebrat-
ed Halloween and fireworks night 
through lots of art activities and science 
experiments. We are now making our 
own camel costumes for the Christmas 
performance. This term we have looked 
at old and new, looking at what life was 
like with no electricity. We visited an old 
museum  to see what life was life in the 
1800’s and then to curry’s to look at 
lots of new gadgets. Everyone has had 
lots of fun this term, and we are all ex-
cited to start our new topic of ‘Myths 
and Legends’ in our jungle classroom 
for 2019! Have a wonderful Christmas 
and new year. From all of class LB.   
 

Our topic in class NP has been fairy tales. This topic is explored through a variety of different sensory stories 
utilising props, switches for sounds and words from the story and through creative play. We really like activating 
the switches in the story and hearing loud and quite sounds. Class NP have also enjoyed: exploring, mark mak-
ing and choosing their creative activity. We have also been working on our independence skill throughout the 
day, especially when it comes to tidying up and navigating around areas. Another area which makes us go 
WOW, is choosing our reward during celebration times in the day where we can celebrate our achievements.  



LN were asked what they have enjoyed this term .Archie and Joshy choose our trip on the train and bus. 
Jonny enjoyed art and maths, this term he has been working on fractions and made a pizza into quarters. 
Freddie enjoyed doing our traffic survey on Friday Street and our project on World War 2 .Josh and Ciaran 
like PE sessions with Sam and Teddy from Brighton and Hove Football Club. Jayden enjoyed our science 
experiment about hot air making things rise. 

In Leigh’s class we have been working on Old and 
New. This term we have been doing lots of art work 
about Robots and Wall-e as part of recycling. We 
have used recycled materials in our art. We have also 
enjoyed our drumming with Jamie, the children and 
staff!! 
We are continuing to do well at out independent work 
and also in using our PECS.  



 This year the East Site per-

formed ‘Christmas Counts’ by 

Matthew Newman. We had 

great fun and did two          

performances at the church for 

the first time. Some of the        

children had taken part in the 

Big Sing at the Kings Church 

at the end of November so it 

has been a busy term. The 

children were great and there 

were lots of individual narra-

tions to tell the Nativity story. 

Thank you to all the staff for 

their hard work too! 



 

 

Thank you to all the parents who came to watch our Christmas performances 
and helped to provide costumes. The children were all amazing and the staff 
worked hard to make sure everybody did their best and enjoyed themselves. 

 
We hope you enjoy the festive break and wish you and yours a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Our West site children really enjoyed the singing and dancing in our Christmas        

performance. All the classes chose a favourite song and we had rocking robins,  

snowflakes, Christmas puddings, sheep and lots of Christmas jumpers! The           

foundation stage children did their own shows in their classrooms and worked hard 

and had fun. Thank you to all the staff and children for these great celebrations of 

Christmas! 



 
This year we raised £300 for       
Children in Need, we dressed up as 
Princes and Princesses.  

We all celebrated 
Navratri in a school 
Assembly.  We learnt 
some Indian dances 
and listened to Indian 
music. VY went Christmas Shopping and chose a present for Mummy and   

Daddy, we also found the Christmas tree and had a picture with it. 

Our school is now in the exciting process of working towards a special award for our work in        
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) education. Many of the activities in this magazine issue 
reflect the school’s excellence in this area, along with other events and learning opportunities that 
our wonderful staff deliver throughout the school year. 
 

We all took part in the sponsored Reindeer Run, the money is being raised for 
Chestnut Tree House. 

Class LN and LB went to see the musical Elf performed by Bexhill College performing 
arts students .The children said it was awesome and fantastic. They had their picture   
taken at the end with the cast and met Father Christmas and Buddy at the end of the 
show. 



 

The South Downs School   01323 730302 [West]      01323 761061 [East] 
 
officesdsw@thesouthfieldtrust.com [West Site]  / officesdse@thesouthfiledtrust.com [East Site] 
 
www.thesouthfieldtrust.com 
 
 

National Down Syndrome Society www.ndss.org 
 

Government site for parents www.parentcentre.gov.uk 
 

Official Makaton site—good source of information www.makaton.org 
 

East Sussex County Council website for information about child care, holiday schemes and education 
www.eastsussex.gov.uk children and families page 
 

The East Sussex Parent Link service provides information, advice and support for parents and carers 
of children with special educational needs. www.parentlinksussex.org.uk 
 

The National Autistic Society—www.nas.org.uk 
 

Fledglings—a charity with affordable solutions to everyday practical problems—www.fledglings.org.uk 
 

Lime - a magazine for parents/carers of children with special needs www.limemag.co.uk 
 

www.familiesforautism.com— local support and activities 
Specialist Childminding Network— 01323 463026      childcare.support@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
 

The content of these websites do not necessarily reflect the views of The South Downs 
Community Special School. 

 

 

 

Term 3: 

 

Thursday 3rd January      First day of Term 3 

Friday 15th February      Last day of Term 3 

 

Monday 18th February      Half Term  

     To  

Friday 22nd February  

 

Monday 25th February      INSET DAY (School Closed for Pupils) 

 

Term 4: 

 

Tuesday 26th February      First Day of Term 4  

 

Friday 5th April       Last Day of Term 4 

 

 

 

 


